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Chapter 16: The Two Worlds of Christendom 
Section 1: The Quest for Political Order 

 

Directions: You are free to take your own notes on the textbook reading in whatever style you feel most 
helpful and relevant to you. I still expect you to record all important history-content vocabulary as well as 

higher-level words to improve your general vocabulary, and take notes on important concepts, events, and 
developments in history. I will offer you guidance on what to cover, but ultimately it will be your choice and your 
responsibility. The goal is to focus on reading for your own benefit and understanding, and taking notes as you 

read to keep track of your understandings, so you can learn now and study later. Rather than collecting and 
marking your notes daily, I will assess them through short quizzes and Plickers in class and practice multiple 

choice and short answer questions to make sure that you read and take notes thoroughly. 
 

Ideally, you should be writing between one and two pages of notes, depending on your handwriting. You 
should not spend excessive time on these notes. Notes should be taken quickly while reading. Please also 
include your questions and reflections on this assignment so we can discuss them in class! Be sure to bring 

your notes to class so you can add to them further during class discussion and notes! 
 

Topics to Cover in Notes 
START WITH CHAPTER FOCUS! 

You don’t need to take notes on this section, but I encourage you to read through it, as it will help give you an 
overview of the chapter ahead. Also, the eyewitness story is there, and I know you don’t want to miss that! 

 
Strategic importance of the city of Byzantium/Constantinople 

  Motivations for moving capital 
Caesaropapism, the concept, reasons for implementation, Constantine as example/model 

Justinian, his origins, accomplishments, Hagia Sophia, Justinian’s Code 
attempted reconquest of Western Roman Empire and why it failed 

Theodora, her origins, her political influence 
Invasions/conquests of Byzantine territory, Greek Fire 

(Problematic use of “the threat of Islam” to describe invasions from Muslim armies) 
 

Collapse of the Roman Empire, rise of smaller Germanic successor kingdoms 
Franks, reasons for their growing success and popularity 

(Note: They had support from the Pope not just because they were Christian, but because they were the right 
kind of Christian. They adopted Nicene Christianity, the “orthodox” version, as opposed to many other 

Germanic tribes who practice Arian Christianity, which was considered a heresy) 
Charles Martel, Battle of Tours, it’s cultural significance and strategic importance 

Carolingian Dynasty, Charlemagne, his accomplishments, personal qualities, regions under control 
Administrative challenges/limitation, how he overcame, counts, missi dominici 

Coronation as Emperor by Pop, challenge to Byzantine authority 
Decline and collapse of Carolingian Empire 

Invasions by Muslims, Magyars, Vikings, regions they conquered 
Define Viking, Scandanavia, Nordic, Norse 

Vikings, why they conquered, where, when, how, and the political and economic impact 


