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Chapter 16: The Two Worlds of Christendom 
Section 2: Economy and Society in Early Medieval Europe 

 

Directions: You are free to take your own notes on the textbook reading in whatever style you feel most 
helpful and relevant to you. I still expect you to record all important history-content vocabulary as well as 

higher-level words to improve your general vocabulary, and take notes on important concepts, events, and 
developments in history. I will offer you guidance on what to cover, but ultimately it will be your choice and your 
responsibility. The goal is to focus on reading for your own benefit and understanding, and taking notes as you 

read to keep track of your understandings, so you can learn now and study later. Rather than collecting and 
marking your notes daily, I will assess them through short quizzes and Plickers in class and practice multiple 

choice and short answer questions to make sure that you read and take notes thoroughly. 
 

Ideally, you should be writing between one and two pages of notes, depending on your handwriting. You 
should not spend excessive time on these notes. Notes should be taken quickly while reading. Please also 
include your questions and reflections on this assignment so we can discuss them in class! Be sure to bring 

your notes to class so you can add to them further during class discussion and notes! 
 

Topics to Cover in Notes 
EAST 

The Theme System, impact on peasants, experience of peasants in Byzantine Empire 
Byzantine manufacturing, Byzantine silk production: legend VS probable reality 

Impact of silk industry on Byzantine society, government regulation and reasons for it 
Predict: What impact would it have on Chinese economy/Silk Road trade? 

Byzantine trade, importance of Constantinople as a crossroads 
Relations with Muslim neighbors, Bezants 
Role as middlemen in long-distance trade 

Prosperity of Constantinople as described by Rabbi Benjamin’s account 
(Note: The word “Sefarad” is the Hebrew word for Spain. Spanish Jews are called “Sephardic”) 

 
WEST 

Heavy plow, superiority to light Mediterranean plow, horse harnesses, other technologies, planting legumes 
(Note: Legumes were not just a good source of protein and nutrition, but they also add nitrogen to the soil, 

acting to fertilize the soil for when grains such as wheat or barley were planted in it the next year.) 
Western European trade, trade fairs, trade with Muslim world 

Norse merchants, Viking connection, trade links to Western Europe, Byzantines, Abbasids 
 

EAST 
Urban character of Byzantine Empire, life of aristocrats vs lower classes, women, attractions and entertainment 

 
WEST 

Changes in West since fall of Rome 
(Note: Do not read primary source until after having read all the rest of the main text.) 

(Note: The textbook is critical of oversimplifying the topic of feudalism, but it's important to understand both the 
traditional view and the more critical and nuanced modern view.) 

Define feudal system, explain its function, reality of ad hoc arrangements 
Decentralized political environment, how people became “lords” 

“Retainers” just means knights in this case, how lords kept knights loyal, what they were given 
Life of peasants, ways in which peasant labor was exploited 

Population fluctuations 


