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Islamic and Hindu Kingdoms 
of Post-Classical India 

Directions: Read Chapter 15 Section 1 (pages 384-386) in the AP textbook and answer the questions on loose leaf.  
 

The Quest for Centralized Imperial Rule 
NOTE: Before beginning the reading, please closely examine the map on page 315, taking note of cities (lower 

case), regions (all caps), geographic features (italics), and political boundaries (key). 
 

1. From the end of the Gupta dynasty in the 6th century to the Mughal conquest of India in the 16th century, 
India remained politically _________________ 

2. When, where, and how did King Harsha come to power in India? 
3. Based on what you have read, do you think King Harsha was a good ruler? Why or why not? 
4. How did Harsha’s kingdom collapse? 

 

The Introduction of Islam to Northern India 
NOTE: Before beginning the reading, please remember and keep in mind the distinction between the spread of 

Islam (a religion) and the spread of Muslim rule (a political entity). That will be very relevant in this section. 
 

5. When, where, and how did Muslim rule first reach India? How far did it reach, and how strong was it? 
6. When, where, and how did trade spread the faith of Islam in India? 
7. Jump to page 326. What were two other factors that contributed to the growth of Islamic faith in India? 
8. Mahmud of Ghazni was the leader of the _____________ in ______________________ 
9. According to the text, what was the primary motivation behind Mahmud of Ghazni’s destruction of Hindu 

and Buddhist temples? Was his motivation religious or secular? 
10. After reading about the Delhi Sultanates, look back at the map. Why was the city of Delhi a good 

strategic location for the capital of the Sultanate? 
11. Overall, what made the Delhi Sultanate weak? 

 

The Hindu Kingdoms of Southern India 
12. How did the Indian Ocean Trade help to support the Chola Kingdom of Southern India? 
13. This is such a crazy story! Who were Harihara and Bukka, and how did they wind up creating the 

kingdom of Vijayanagar in Southern India? 
14. Do you think the presence of foreign Muslim invaders in the north would help to solidify and strengthen 

a united Hindu identity in India, particularly in the south? Explain. 
15. Jump again to 326-327. What do the efforts of the Bhakti Movement and Guru Kabir have in common? 
16. Based on what you have read, do you think it would be historically accurate to characterize Post-

Classical India primarily as a period of conflict between the RELIGIONS of Hinduism and Islam? Why or 
why not? (Think before you answer) 


