
Southernization Through Trade & 
Rise and Rebirth of Regional Powers 

Directions: The questions on this review sheet are tailored to the content on your test in order to ensure you are practicing 
all of the necessary material. Answer the questions below using your class materials, notes, and the textbook. If you have 

misplaced any notes or class materials, you can find them on mrcaseyhistory.com, where you can find each lesson in order 
with all of the related materials. Answer all questions on loose leaf, or type and print them. You do NOT need to rewrite 
the question, but make sure to have your name, the assignment title, and the numbers of each question on your loose leaf. 
If you still need help, email me at pcasey@mhs.nyc or as a last resort use the internet, but PLEASE PLEASE PLEASE 

refer to your relevant class materials first, as they were designed by me for you for this very purpose. 
 

1. What two major commodities (trade goods) were traded across the Sahara? From which regions did each 
originate? What animal made this Trans-Saharan Trade possible? Explain 

2. How did Islam spread to West Africa? What impact did the Hajj of Mansa Musa have on West Africa? 
3. Who was Ibn Battuta and in what way did he contribute to our knowledge of the Post-Classical world? 
4. How did the understanding of monsoons dramatically improve trade across the Indian Ocean? What was 

it about the monsoons that provided these benefits? Explain. 
5. What was the Lateen Sail? How did it further help facilitate trade across the Indian Ocean? 
6. How did the Indian Ocean trade help to create the Swahili language? What languages came together to 

form the Swahili language? How did the trade help to create the Swahili States? 
7. How did the territory under Chinese control change from the Tang Dynasty to the Song Dynasty? How 

did the nature Chinese trade differ between the two dynasties as a result? 
8. The Tang and Song period of China saw many new inventions. How did paper money have a long-term 

influence on the world? How did the compass have a long-term influence on the world? 
9. Identify and explain two examples of selective borrowing from China by Korea 
10. Why is Korea known as a “cultural bridge” between China and Japan? 
11. WHY and HOW did the Mongols conquer? 
12. Why are the Mongol conquests such a major turning point in world history? In what ways did the 

Mongols have an impact on the world? What changes came about because of their conquests?  
13. How did Kublai Khan maintain control over China? How did he balance Chinese & Mongol influence? 
14. Who was Marco Polo? What was his relationship to Kublai Khan? How did he help us learn about 

China? How reliable is he as a source to learn about Chinese society? 
15. WHY and HOW did the Ottoman Turks want to conquer Constantinople? 
16. In what ways were the Ottomans culturally influenced by the Byzantine Empire? Why did they think 

Istanbul should be considered the “Third Rome”? 
17. In what ways were the Russians culturally influenced by the Byzantine Empire? Why did they think 

Moscow should be considered the “Third Rome”? 
18. What were the purposes of Zheng He’s voyages? What technology made them possible? 
19. How was the Japanese Feudal System similar to the European Feudal System? 
20. How did the Black Death spread from Asia to Europe? How did it spread within Europe? 
21. What impact did the Black Death have on Europe socially, economically, religiously, and politically? 
22. Why did the Renaissance begin in Italy specifically? Give multiple reasons. 
23. Why was the philosophy of Humanism developed in Florence specifically? 
24. Define in simple terms the following terms: 

a. Ghana / Mali / Songhai 
b. Timbuktu 
c. Religious Syncretism 
d. Monsoons 
e. Swahili 
f. Social Mobility 
g. Pax Mongolica 

h. Yuan Dynasty 
i. Slav 
j. Cyrillic 
k. Bushido 
l. Anti-Semitism 
m. Terrace Farming 
n. Cultural Diffusion 


