
Rise and Rebirth of Regional Powers 
Directions: The short answer questions and definitions on this review sheet are tailored to the content on your test in order 
to ensure you are practicing all of the necessary material. The multiple-choice questions are focused on many of the same 
topics as those on the test, and will help you reinforce your learning after completing the short answer portion. The Short 

Answer questions are mandatory but the Multiple-Choice questions are optional for your own use in studying. Answer the 
questions below using your class materials, notes, and the textbook. If you have misplaced any notes or class materials, 

you can find them on mrcaseyhistory.com, where you can find each lesson in order with all of the related materials. 
Answer all questions on loose leaf. You do NOT need to rewrite the question, but make sure to have your name, the 

assignment title, and the numbers of each question on your loose leaf. If you still need help, email me at 
pcasey@maspethhighschool.org or as a last resort use the internet, but PLEASE PLEASE PLEASE refer to your 

relevant class materials first, as they were designed by me for you for this very purpose. 

Short Response 
1. Why and how did the Mongols conquer? 
2. How did Kublai Khan maintain control over China? How did he balance Chinese & Mongol influence? 
3. Describe the system of paper money used by the Mongol rulers of China and how it was enforced. 
4. Why did the Ottoman Turks want to conquer Constantinople? What were their motivations? 
5. How did the Ottoman Turks want to conquer Constantinople? What were their methods/means? 
6. In what ways were the Ottomans culturally influenced by the Byzantine Empire? Why did they think 

Istanbul should be considered the “Third Rome”? 
7. In what ways were the Russians culturally influenced by the Byzantine Empire? Why did they think 

Moscow should be considered the “Third Rome”? 
8. What were the purposes of Zheng He’s voyages? What technology made them possible? 
9. How was the Japanese Feudal System similar to the European Feudal System? 
10. How did the Black Death spread from Asia to Europe? How did it spread within Europe? 
11. What impact did the Black Death have on Europe socially, economically, religiously, and politically? 
12. Why did the Renaissance begin in Italy specifically? Give multiple reasons. 
13. Why was the philosophy of Humanism developed in Florence specifically? 
14. Describe the way that trade functioned, and the way and extent to which the government controlled it in 

BOTH the Aztec and Inca Empires. 
15. Describe one architectural accomplishments of BOTH the Aztec and the Inca Empires. 
16. Define in simple terms the following terms: 

a. Pax Mongolica 
b. Yuan Dynasty 
c. Slav 
d. Cyrillic 
e. Samurai 
f. Daimyo 
g. Bushido 
h. Filial Piety 
i. Nirvana 
j. Anti-Semitism 
k. Classical Age 
l. Chinampas 
m. Terrace Farming 
n. Quipu 
o. Macchu Picchu 
p. Tenochtitlan 
q. Cultural Diffusion 
r. Provisions, Consumption, Victual 



Multiple Choice 
 

 
 

1. The purpose of the Great Wall was to 
a. protect the Chinese from the nomadic tribes of northern and central Asia 
b. supply food from the south to Khanbalik (Beijing) 
c. control the flood waters of the Huang He and the Chang Jiang rivers 
d. protect the port city of Guangzhou 

 
2. Which statement is best supported by the information on this map? 

a. By 1300, the Mongol Empire had reached the Red Sea. 
b. The Mongol Empire controlled India and Japan by 1300. 
c. By 1300, most of Europe had been conquered by the Mongols. 
d. The Mongol Empire controlled a large portion of Asia by 1300. 

 
 



3. One important impact of the Mongol expansion across Asia and Europe was the 
a. increased authority of the Kievan princes 
b. rise in trade along the Silk Roads 
c. introduction of Hinduism into Chinese culture 
d. maritime exploration of the Arabian seacoast 

 
4. The leadership of Genghis Khan, the use of the stirrup, and excellent horsemanship skills all contributed 

directly to the 
a. collapse of Silk Road trade 
b. defeat of Tokugawa Japan 
c. beginning of Ming exploration 
d. rise of the Mongol Empire 

 
5. Which situation was a result of Pax Mongolica? 

a. Trade increased between Europe and Asia. 
b. China became isolated from its neighbors. 
c. Warfare between Japan and Vietnam escalated. 
d. Europeans conquered the Aztecs and Incas. 

 
"...As early as the struggle for the steppe he had spread the claim that Heaven had destined him as ruler; 
members of Mongol trading caravans spread stories intended to cause panic among the local populace; forged 
letters were fed to Sultan Muhammad which strengthened his mistrust of his Turkic units; freedom of religion 
was proclaimed; those who offered no resistance were promised that life and property would be spared; terrible 
destruction was threatened in the event of resistance; bloody examples were designed to spread fear and reduce 
the populace’s will to resist..." 

— Paul Ratchnevsky, Genghis Khan: His Life and Legacy, Blackwell Publishing 
 

6. According to this passage, which Mongol practice contributed greatly to their success? 
a. nomadic lifestyle 
b. superior horsemanship 
c. psychological warfare 
d. religious conversion 

 
7. The 1453 conquest of Constantinople is an important turning point in global history because it 

a. ushered in Pax Romana 
b. began the Middle Ages 
c. contributed to the rise of the Ottoman Empire 
d. signified the end of the Napoleonic Wars 

 
8. The restoration of Chinese rule, the voyages of Zheng He, and the reintroduction of civil service 

examinations are all associated with the 
a. Ming dynasty 
b. Song dynasty 
c. Tokugawa shogunate 
d. Delhi sultanate 

 
9. After the fall of the Mongol Empire, which city emerged as the new political and cultural center of 

Russia? 
a. Moscow 
b. Warsaw 
c. Novgorod 
d. Kiev 



10. One way in which the travels of Marco Polo and the voyages of Zheng He are similar is that both 
a. established colonial territories 
b. stimulated trade 
c. encouraged mass migrations 
d. led to discoveries in Africa 

 
11. In the 14th century, the bubonic plague was primarily spread from Asia into Africa and Europe by 

a. sailors during Viking raids 
b. traders and pilgrims during Pax Mongolica 
c. enslaved Africans on the Middle Passage 
d. missionaries during the European Age of Exploration 

 
12. One reason the Renaissance began in Italy was that Italian city-states 

a. defeated the Spanish Armada 
b. were unified as a nation under the Pope 
c. were unaffected by the Commercial Revolution 
d. dominated key Mediterranean trade routes 

 
13. The voyages of Zheng He follow the same routes as the 

a. Silk Road 
b. Trans-Saharan Gold-Salt Trade 
c. Indian Ocean Trade Network 
d. Hanseatic League 

 
“It would be wrong to call the Ottoman Empire a purely Islamic state. It was not. It was a state that claimed 
some kind of an attachment, some kind of allegiance to Islam, but combined it with other forms of heritage 
from the Byzantine tradition or from the Turkic tradition that did not really correspond to Islam. So they always 
had this very, very pragmatic [practical] approach to Islam.” 

— Professor Edhem Eldem, Bogazici University, NPR News, All Things 
Considered, August 18, 2004 

 
14. This author is suggesting that during the Ottoman Empire 

a. religion was mingled with historic traditions 
b. most people belonged to minority religions 
c. rulers tried to separate politics from religion 
d. rulers operated under a strict set of laws 

 
“[T]he third Rome… shines like the sun… throughout the whole universe… [T]wo Romes have fallen, and the 
third one stands, and a fourth one there shall not be.” 
 

15. Based on the quote and your knowledge of history, what city is the speaker describing as the third 
Rome? 

a. Constantinople 
b. Moscow 
c. Baghdad 
d. Mecca 

 
16. Ibn Battuta and Marco Polo were similar in that both 

a. ruled over vast empires that included diverse peoples 
b. produced written records of their extensive travels 
c. converted thousands of people to Christianity 
d. fought to free their people from Mongol rule 



 
17. Which area of Europe was least affected by the Black Death? 

a. Southwestern Europe 
b. British Isles 
c. Eastern Europe 
d. Mediterranean Coast 

 
18. The bubonic plague affected economic development in Medieval Europe by 

a. encouraging the introduction of new types of crops 
b. causing production to decline and prices to rise 
c. sparking the ideas of socialism and reform 
d. destroying the guild system 

 
“Tedious were it to recount, how citizen avoided citizen, how among neighbors was scarce found any that 
showed fellow-feeling for another, how kinsfolk held aloof, and never met, or but rarely; enough that this sore 
affliction entered so deep into the minds of men and women, that in the horror thereof brother was forsaken by 
brother, nephew by uncle, brother by sister, and oftentimes husband by wife; nay, what is more, and scarcely to 
be believed, fathers and mothers were found to abandon their own children, untended, unvisited, to their fate, as 
if they had been strangers. . . .” 

— Giovanni Boccaccio, The Decameron 
19. The author of this passage was describing the 

a. breakdown of social order during the bubonic plague 
b. power of special courts during the Inquisition 
c. treatment of native peoples in Latin American nations 
d. the aftermath of the first Crusade 


