Name __________________________________________________________ Date _____________ Period ______ Class ___________

European Domination of Old World Trade
Quaestio: _____________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Nunc Agenda: Examine the map on pages 462-463 in the Global text and answer the following questions.
1. Examine the different types of good traded. Does this look familiar? What trade network dominated this
region before the arrival of Europeans?

2. What do the colored dots on the map represent?

3. Which country controls the most ports? Why do you think that might be?

4. None of the European countries appear to have made inland conquests. Compare this map to the one on
page 485. What difference do you observe? Why do you think that is?

5. What colonies does the Netherlands have in the East Indies? Considering their geographic location, what
makes their locations so strategically important? (IMPORTANT!)

Asian Encounters

Directions: Read the notes and examine the documents for each section, and then discuss and answer the questions that
follow. Be sure to regularly refer to the map in the textbook or at the end of this packet to orient yourself geographically
while you study. When finished, answer the final two summary questions.

Messing with the Monsoon Marketplace
•

•
•
•

During the centuries before the 1400s, the Indian Ocean Trade Network was
a thriving commercial system connecting East Africa, the Middle East, and
all of Southern and Eastern Asia.
Europe had always been left out because it had no access by water into the
neighborhood.
By the 1400s, Europeans who wanted Asian imports had to get them
through the Ottoman Empire by way of Italian merchants
However, once Vasco da Gama discovered a route to Asia around Africa,
the Portuguese, followed soon by other Europeans, began establishing military/merchant outposts along
the coasts from which they began to take over the existing trade networks

Middle East
“As some time had passed since the king [of Hormuz] had received information about the [Portuguese] fleet (large
group of ships) and the destruction that the great Afonso d’Alboquerque had wrought along the [Arabian] coast,
he 9the king of Hormuz) began to prepare himself to fight with him (Afonso d’Alboquerque). For this end [the
king] gave orders to detain all the ships that came into the port of Hormuz and added a force of 60 great vessels
into which he drafted off many soldiers and much artillery with everything that was required for the undertaking.
And among these great vessels there was one belonging to the king of Cambay [in India]… And another of the
prince of Cambay… And besides these ships near where in the harbor about 200 gallons, which are long ships with
many orders… There were also many barks (ships) full of small guns and men wearing sword-proof dress and
armed from head to foot, most of them being archers. All this fleet was rigged out with flags and standards and
colored ensigns, and made a very beautiful appearance…
When Afonso d’Alboquerque [saw] the gleaming of the swords and waving of the bucklers (small shields) and
other doings of the Moors [Muslims] on shore,… He understood by these signs that the king was determined to
give him battle… When the morning broke,… he ordered a broadside (simultaneous firing of all the cannons) to be
fired. The bombardiers took aim so that with the first two shots they fired they sent two large ships which were in
front of them, with all their men, to the bottom (of the sea)... [One of the Portuguese men], who was stationed on
the land side, vanquished and sent to the bottom some portion of the galleys and guard boats that his artillery
could reach. [Another of the men], after having caused great slaughter upon some vessels,… ran into a large vessel
that lay close to them and killed a part of the men in it, while the rest through themselves into the seat, and those
who were heavy-armed went down at once...”
Source: Son of Afonso d’Alboquerque, Commentary on his father’s conquest of the Iranian trade city of Hormuz
1. According to the first paragraph, the King of Hormuz assembled a tremendous naval defense, so how was it that
the Portuguese were able to defeat them?

2. How might a Muslim commentator have presented these events
differently?

3. Look back to the map. Why was Hormuz such a strategic location that
the Portuguese wanted to control?

East Indies
•

•
•
•
•

The Indies, specifically the East Indies (to distinguish them from the Caribbean
Islands or the “West Indies”) were the spice-rich islands of Southeast Asia, primarily
modern Indonesia and Malaysia
1510- Portuguese conquered important port Malacca a nd massacred the Muslims
there
Built a trading empire throughout the Indies made up of trading outposts along the
coasts
Dutch traders from the Netherlands came to beat out Portuguese power
Unlike Portuguese traders who were under orders from the King, the Dutch East India
Company was an independent corporation that had sovereignty (the powers of a
nation, such as building an army, governing colonies, making treaties or war)

"If they were only to take Malacca out of the hands of the
Moors (referring to the Muslims), Cairo and Mecca would be
entirely ruined, and Venice would then be able to obtain no
[spices] except what her merchants might buy in Portugal."
Source: Afonso de Albuquerque, Portuguese admiral
"And the Franks (referring to the Portuguese) engaged the
men of Malacca in battle, and they fired their cannons from
ships so that the cannon balls came like rain. And the noise of
the cannon was as the noise of thunder in the heavens and the
flashes of fire from their guns were like flashes of lightning in
the sky, and the noise of their matchlocks was like that of
groundnuts popping in the frying pan."
Source: Malaysian account of Portuguese massacre in Malacca
4. Why does Albuquerque want to take over Malacca?

5. Look back to the map and think about what you know about the spice trade routes. Why does Albuquerque say
that conquering Malacca would have such an impact on Mecca, Cairo, and Venice?

6. Based on the account, why were the Portuguese able to conquer Malacca?

South Asia
•
•
•
•

The Mughal Empire of India was larger than any European country and saw no threat in allowing European
trading posts on its coasts
The Empire was becoming weak and had little control of Southern India
Portuguese merchants made alliances with Southern princes to dominate trade
Later, the British East India company began to conquer India bit by bit as the Mughal power declined

7. Examine the two pictures above. Both pictures show scenes of Europeans meeting South Asian rulers. Describe
the way the Europeans are interacting with the ruler in the first picture, and how it differs in the second picture.

8. The picture on the left is the work of a South Asian artist. The picture on the right is the work of a European artist.
What differences between the two images show the differences in the way both sides viewed their relationships?

China
•
•
•

•

•

Portuguese first to trade directly Ming China, trading gold and silver for silk,
other Europeans followed
Ming government officials supervised all trade, and foreigners had to lea ve after
trading season
Jesuit Christian missionaries such as Matteo Ricci (pictured right) did not win
many converts in China, but increased understanding between European and
Chinese cultures
1600s- Northern Manchu invaders conquer China and start Qing dynasty
• adopted Confucian ideas
• grew China to its largest size
• New crops from Americas increase population
• Demand for Chinese goods increases
Qing were even more opposed to foreigners than the Ming, feeling that
Europeans were inferior and had nothing valuable to offer China
“As to your entreaty to send one of your nationals to be accredited to my Celestial Court and
to be in control of your country's trade with China, this request is contrary to all usage of my
dynasty and cannot possibly be entertained… I have but one aim in view, namely, to maintain
a perfect governance and to fulfill the duties of the State: strange and costly objects do not
interest me… Our dynasty's majestic virtue has penetrated unto every country under
Heaven, and Kings of all nations have offered their costly tribute by land and sea. As your
Ambassador can see for himself, we possess all things. I set no value on objects strange or
ingenious, and have no use for your country's manufactures.”
Source: Qing Emperor Qianlong, letter to British King George III

9. Based on Qianlong’s response to Britain’s request for more trading rights and permanent ambassadors, how do
you think the Chinese emperor views Britain in comparison to China?

Japan
•
•
•

•

Japan at first welcomed Westerners, and daimyos began using
European guns, which helped the Tokugawa Shogun keep order
Jesuits converted many Japanese to Catholicism
Tokugawas heard that Spain conquered Philippines and became
concerned that they would
conquer Japan
Japan expelled European missionaries and traders and massacred the
Japanese Christian converts

10. Why do you think the Japanese government specifically targeted Japanese converts to Christianity? Explain the
thinking of those committing the massacre.

Summary Questions
•

How did Asian nations differ in their response to European attempts to gain access to trade in their
lands? Give at least two examples to show difference.

•

How did European nations differ in their approaches to gaining control in Asia? Give at least two
examples to show difference.

•

How did European colonization in the Old World differ from European colonization in the New World?

