
AP World History II 
The Dawn of the Industrial Age to the Present Day 

 
Instructor: Mr Casey 
Email: pcasey@mhs.nyc 
Website: mrcaseyhistory.com 
Instagram: @globalkhan 
Office Hours: Thursdays 2:45-3:45pm 
 

Course Description 
 
Advanced Placement World History II is part two of a two-year rigorous college level course that explores our 
collective human history from all over the world over the course of thousands of years. Entering into your 
second year of the course, we will be covering a shorter period of time but in greater depth, and we will also be 
preparing heavily for the AP exam later this year. This means that you should expect the rigor of the course to 
increase from what you experienced last year, with higher expectations of work and commitment, and roughly 
twice the amount of essay writing. As you know from the first year of the course, history is so much more than 
the memorization of names and dates. The study of history is a sophisticated quest to develop an intimate 
understanding of the past, to recognize our connection to that which came before, and, hopefully, to use what 
we learn from the past here in the present in order to work toward a better future. We will continue to take a 
global view of historical processes and contacts between peoples in different societies. You will be tasked not 
only with increasing your factual knowledge but also further strengthening your analytical skills to make use of 
that knowledge. While the basic approach will be chronological, we will also examine many recurring themes 
throughout the course. Major interpretive issues will be explored, as well as the techniques used in interpreting 
both primary historical evidence and secondary sources. Students will pay particular attention to change and 
continuity over time, to the characteristic institutions and values of societies, and to the way such institutions 
and values are affected as a result of cultural contacts among peoples. In assigned readings and class discussion, 
there will be an emphasis on critical thinking.  
 
Course Sequence 
Unit 1: Age of Revolutions 
(September 5-October 4) 
 
Unit 2: Nationalism and Imperialism 
(October 5-November 21) 
 
Unit 3: The Great War and the Interwar Period 
(November 26-January 8) 
 
Unit 4: World War II and the Cold War Era 
(January 9-March 18) 
 
Unit 5: Recent Past to Near Future 
(March 19-April 10) 
 
Unit 6: World History in Review 
(April 22-June 17) 



Course Rigor and the AP World History Exam 
 
Advanced Placement courses are much more rigorous than regular high school courses, as they substitute for 
freshman-level college courses. Therefore, this course will resemble a college course in rigor and expectation. 
Because this course is designed for highly motivated students, you should anticipate a greater frequency of 
work with much higher grading standards. You will prepare for the Advanced Placement World History 
Examination, which you will take in May of this year, as well as the New York State Regents Examination in 
Global History and Geography, which you will take in January of this year. The AP World History Exam is 3 
hours and 15 minutes long and includes 55 multiple-choice questions, three short-answer questions, one 
document-based essay question, and one long essay question. Students who perform well on the AP exam can 
receive course credit and/or advanced standing at thousands of colleges and universities worldwide. For more 
information about the course and exam, please visit apcentral.collegeboard.com. The Global History and 
Geography Regents Examination is 3 hours long and includes 50 multiple-choice questions, one thematic essay, 
and one document-based essay. However, a newly reformatted version of the Global Regents may be introduced 
in place of the current format exam. More information on the new Regents exam will be made available as it 
continues to be developed. 
 
Grade Categories  
 

Debates – 30% As you know, debates are the signature assessment for all history classes, and are the most 
heavily weighted of all your assessments. However, sophomore debates are Parliamentary Debates. They are 
similar to the team debates you did last year, with the major changes being that there are specific differences 
between the two positions on each side, and there will also be an opportunity to challenge the opposing team 
during construction. There will generally be two days in class for groups to meet, compare research, and 
prepare, but considerable research and preparation must be done at home as well. Debates will take place in 
class over three days, and it is very important that all students are present in class on debate days. Missing a 
debate would be harmful to your group members who would be forced to debate without you, and you would 
have to complete a Debate Make Up Assignment in the form of a structured debate essay. Missing more than 
one debate may result in contact with parents and lost points on the make up assignment. If your partner is 
absent, you are not excused from debate. You will debate alone, so be prepared! In addition to debates, we will 
be doing two other forms of assessment. One is a historical trial, in which you will decide the guilt or innocence 
of a historical figure. The other is a United Nations conference, where you will debate and seek solutions to a 
major problem facing the world. These will count the same as debates on your grade. 
 
Tests – 30% Every unit will conclude with a Unit Test consisting of Regents-style multiple choice 
questions and AP-style short answer questions. There will also be four Interim Assessment exams, which will 
be given once per marking period, consisting of more challenging AP-style multiple choice questions based on 
the content covered since the previous IA exam. While there will be some opportunity to review in class before 
the test, studying at home is an absolute necessity. If you are absent for any test, you are required to attend the 
next available office hours after school to make it up. Do not wait to be reminded. If you do not show up or 
make other arrangements in advance, you may be forced to take the test during class time when you are not 
fully prepared. 
 
Essays & Projects – 25% Unlike last year, when you were permitted to continue writing some essays at 
home, all of your essays will be written entirely in class this year. You will also not be given any days of 
preparation in class. The skills you learned last year, and practiced over the summer, will be reviewed for a few 
days at the start of the year, and from then on, you are expected to review the requirements and prepare your 
essays on your own. You will also be writing more than double the amount of essays as last year, with about 
one essay assigned per month. We will also have several Projects over the course of the year that will give you 
a chance to demonstrate your knowledge and skills in creative ways. Late projects will lose points for each class 



day that they are late. If you need help, do not wait until the due date passes! Come to office hours in advance! 
Any writing assignments written outside of class, such as written projects, extra credit essays, and the like, 
MUST BE TYPED! If for some reason you feel you are unable to type your essay, you must speak to me about 
it in advance so we can work something out. Also, such assignments will be submitted digitally, though you 
may be required to a printed copy for use in class. You must always keep a saved digital copy of your writing 
assignment on your computer or in your email so that if any problems occur with your original submission, a 
new copy can be easily sent or printed. This is your responsibility. 
 
Homework & Classwork – 15% Do not let the percentage fool you. Everything that goes into your 
debates, tests, essays, and projects will come from what you learn through homework and classwork, so treat it 
just as seriously as any major assessment. Make sure it is done and done well. There will be homework in some 
form every night, and the work you do in class will almost always count toward your grade. The most common 
form of homework will be textbook assignments, custom-designed by yours truly, which are completed by hand 
but submitted online by taking and submitting pictures of the pages. This allows greater accountability on both 
ends and allows you continued access to your work for reference. The next most common form of homework 
will be video-based questions, also submitted online. Classwork will take many forms and will either be 
checked or handed in during class. Assignments must be complete by the time of class on the day they are due 
in order to receive full credit. Delayed assignments, turned in by the end of the day on the day they are due, will 
only receive three-quarters credit. Late assignments, turned in a day or more after the day it is due, will only 
receive half credit. If you are absent, you will have an extra day to complete the assignment. It is your 
responsibility to get work if you are absent or misplace your materials. Homework and classwork can be found 
online through PupilPath and MrCaseyHistory.com. If you have trouble finding it, email me right away. Only 
if you try all three methods and still cannot get the work will you be entitled to extended time. 
 
Class Resources  
 
MrCaseyHistory.com Every day after school I post the materials from the lesson of the day, including the 
Quaestio, PowerPoint, Classwork, and Homework, to my website, www.mrcaseyhistory.com. If you missed 
class, lost materials, or need to review, this is the place to go. In addition to lesson materials, I post articles, 
videos, and other resources to create opportunities to learn more about what we study in class, provide resources 
for debate research and essay writing, display exemplary student projects, and offer extra credit opportunities. 
 
PupilPath.com All students and parents are required to be signed up for PupilPath, the website our school 
uses to post assignments, calculate grades, record attendance, contact parents, and much more. I will also attach 
a link to materials from my website to every assignment posted to PupilPath to save you time. Every student 
will be given a pair of special codes, one for the student and one for the parents, to sign up online. This must be 
taken care of within the first week of school. Students will be responsible for using and checking PupilPath on a 
daily basis, and parents should refer to it often in order to stay informed about the progress of their child. There 
is even a free mobile app you can download to stay informed on the go! However, the app only gives you a 
partial picture so be sure to check the browser version as well. 
 
Office Hours & Email One day a week, I will be available after school for an hour to help any of my 
students who need assistance or need to make up missed work. While Office Hours are generally optional, I will 
sometimes assign Mandatory Office Hours to students who are missing work or struggling in class, and this is 
NOT optional. If you need help but cannot come on that day, let me know so we can try to arrange another time 
to meet. If you are at home and need to contact me, the best way to reach me is directly by email at 
pcasey@mhs.nyc. I prefer that you contact me directly through email rather than through PupilPath because I 
can receive the message quickly and respond more easily.   
 
 
 



Class Requirements  
 
Academic Honesty Plagiarism, cheating, and any other form of academic dishonesty will not be tolerated. 
Any student who is caught in such an offense will face disciplinary action. Any student helping or allowing 
another student to cheat will be considered equally guilty. Cheating and plagiarism are never the answer. If you 
are struggling with your work, ask for help. 
 
Attendance The most essential requirement for doing well in class is to actually be in class. Students are 
expected to attend school on a regular basis, not missing a day except when absolutely necessary. Missing even 
one day can set you back considerably and make learning harder than it needs to be. For the same reasons, 
punctuality is paramount. Students must arrive on time to class and be ready to work at the bell or sooner. Three 
unexcused latenesses will result in a lateness detention. 
 
Supplies The items below should be purchased within the first week of school. Substitutions are not permitted 
(e.g. you cannot buy a spiral notebook instead of a binder). I will do a notebook check after the first week to 
make sure students have their proper supplies. This check will be graded, and there may be random graded 
notebook checks throughout the year to make sure students are staying organized. 

• Three-ring binder (dedicated only to AP World or very clearly divided) 
• Pocket folder with three holes 
• Loose leaf paper 
• Binder dividers (optional but recommended for dividing between units) 
• Pens and pencils (required daily) 

 

Classroom Code of Hammurabi          Casey Key Virtues 
 

1. Be on time, in your seat when the bell rings 
2. Come to class prepared 
3. Follow directions the first time given 
4. Listen actively when others are speaking 
5. Work to your fullest potential 
6. Take responsibility for your choices 
7. Respect yourself and others 
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v Instruction takes place from bell to bell 
v Late students must enter quietly and collect all necessary materials  
v Phones and personal electronics may not be used during class 
v Backpacks may not be worn at any time during class 
v Dress code must be observed at all times 
v Raise your hand and patiently wait to be called on before speaking 
v Never call out an answer to a question asked of another student 
v Save minor concerns, complaints, or unrelated questions for after class 
v Keep the classroom clean and in proper order 
v Food and drinks other than water are prohibited 
v Trash and recycling bins should be used before and after class only 
v Bathrooms are closed during the first and last ten minutes of class 
v Students must sign out and take the pass when using bathrooms 


