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Key Concept 5.1
Industrialization fundamentally altered the production of goods around the world. It not only changed how
goods were produced and consumed and what was considered a “good,” it also had far-reaching effects on the
global economy, social relations, and culture. Although it is common to speak of the “Industrial Revolution,”
the process of industrialization was a gradual one that unfolded over the course of the 18th and 19th centuries,
eventually becoming global.

Key Concept 5.2
As states industrialized during this period, they also expanded their existing overseas colonies and established
new types of colonies and transoceanic empires. Regional warfare and diplomacy both resulted in and were
affected by this process of modern empire building. The process was led mostly by Europe, although not all
states were affected equally, which led to an increase of European influence around the world. The United
States and Japan also participated in this process. The growth of new empires challenged the power of existing
land-based empires of Eurasia. New ideas about nationalism, race, gender, class, and culture also developed
that facilitated the spread of transoceanic empires, and in some cases justified anti-imperial resistance and the
formation of new national identities.

Key Concept 5.3
The 18th century marked the beginning of an intense period of revolution and rebellion against existing governments
and the establishment of new nation-states around the world. Enlightenment thought and the resistance of colonized
peoples to imperial centers shaped this revolutionary activity. These rebellions sometimes resulted in the formation
of new states and stimulated the development of new ideologies, including an increasing insistence on self-rule and
pursuit of democracy in a number of instances. These new ideas in turn led to the revolutionary and anti-imperial
movements of this period.

Key Concept 5.4
Migration patterns changed dramatically throughout this period, and the numbers of migrants increased
significantly. These changes were closely connected to the development of transoceanic empires and a global
capitalist economy. In some cases, people benefited economically from migration, while other people were seen
simply as commodities to be transported. Migration produced dramatically different sending and receiving
societies, and it presented challenges to governments in fostering national identities and regulating the flow
of people.
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Key Concept 6.1
Rapid advances in science altered the understanding of the universe and the natural world and led to the
development of new technologies. These changes enabled unprecedented population growth, which altered how
humans interacted with the environment and disrupted ecological balances at local, regional, and global levels.

Key Concept 6.2
At the beginning of the 20th century, a European-dominated global political order existed, which also included
the United States, Russia, and Japan. Over the course of the century, peoples and states around the world
challenged this order in ways that sought to redistribute power within the existing order and to restructure
empires, while those peoples and states in power attempted to maintain the status quo. Other peoples and
states sought to overturn the political order itself. These challenges to, and the attempts to maintain, the
political order manifested themselves in an unprecedented level of conflict with high human casualties. In the
context of these conflicts, many regimes in both older and newer states struggled with maintaining political
stability and were challenged by internal and external factors, including ethnic and religious conflicts,
secessionist movements, territorial partitions, economic dependency, and the legacies of colonialism.

Key Concept 6.3
The 20th century witnessed a great deal of warfare and the collapse of the global economy in the 1930s. In
response to these challenges, the role of the state in domestic economies fluctuated, and new institutions of
global governance emerged and continued to develop throughout the century. Scientific breakthroughs, new
technologies, increasing levels of integration, changing relationships between humans and the environment,
and the frequency of political conflict all contributed to global developments in which people crafted new
understandings of society, culture, and historical interpretations. Institutions of global governance both shaped
and adapted to these social conditions.

