
Name: ___________________________      Date: _____________ 

The Slave Who Defeated Napoleon - Toussaint L’Ouverture 
By the end of the 18th century a self-educated slave with no military 
training drove Napoleon out of Haiti and led his country to 
independence. The remarkable leader of this slave revolt was Toussaint 
Breda (later called Toussaint L'Ouverture, and sometimes the “black 
Napoleon”). Slave revolts from this time normally ended in executions 
and failure – this story is the exception.  

It began in 1791 in the French colony of Saint Dominique (later Haiti). 
Though born a slave, Toussaint learned of Africa from his father, who 
had been born a free man there. He learned that he was more than a 
slave, that he was a man with brains and dignity. He was fortunate in 
having a liberal master who had him trained as a house servant and 
allowed him to learn to read and write. Toussaint took full advantage of 
this, reading every book he could get his hands on. He particularly 
admired the writings of the French Enlightenment philosophers, who 
spoke of individual rights and equality.  

In 1789 the French Revolution rocked France. The sugar plantations of 
Saint Dominique would never be the same. Spurred on by such 
Enlightenment thinkers as Jean-Jacques Rousseau, the early moderate 
revolutionaries considered seriously the question of slavery. Those 
moderate revolutionaries were not willing to end slavery but they did 
apply the "Rights of Man" to all Frenchmen, including free blacks and mulattoes (those of mixed race). Plantation 
owners in the colonies were furious and fought the measure. Finally the revolutionaries gave in and retracted the 
measure in 1791.  

The news of this betrayal triggered mass slave revolts in Saint Dominique, and Toussaint became the leader of the 
slave rebellion and brilliantly led his rag-tag slave army. He successfully fought the French (who helped by 
succumbing to yellow fever in large numbers) as well as invading Spanish and British. 

By 1793, the revolution in France was in the hands of the Jacobins, the most radical of the revolutionary groups. 
This group, led by Maximilian Robespierre, was responsible for the Reign of Terror, a campaign to rid France of 
“enemies of the revolution.” The Jacobins were idealists who wanted to take the revolution as far as it could go. So 
they again considered the issue of “equality” and voted to end slavery in the French colonies, including what was 
now known as Haiti. There was jubilation among the blacks in Haiti, and Toussaint agreed to help the French army 
eject the British and Spanish. Toussaint proved to be a brilliant general, winning 7 battles in 7 days. He became 
governor of the colony.  

In France, the Jacobins lost power. A reaction set in. The French people wanted to get back to business. More 
moderate leaders came and went, eventually replaced by Napoleon, who ruled France with dictatorial powers. He 
responded to the pleas of the plantation owners by reinstating slavery in the French colonies, once again plunging 
Haiti into war.  

By 1803 Napoleon was ready to get Haiti off his back: he and Toussaint agreed to terms of peace. Napoleon 
agreed to recognize Haitian independence and Toussaint agreed to retire from public life. A few months later, the 
French invited Toussaint to come to a negotiating meeting will full safe conduct. When he arrived, the French (at 
Napoleon's orders) betrayed the safe conduct and arrested him, putting him on a ship headed for France. Napoleon 
ordered that Toussaint be placed in a prison dungeon in the mountains, and murdered by means of cold, starvation, 
and neglect. Toussaint died in prison, but others carried on the fight for freedom.  

Six months later, Napoleon decided to give up his possessions in the New World. He was busy in Europe and 
these far-away possessions were more trouble than they were worth. He abandoned Haiti to independence and 
sold the French territory in North America to the United States (the Louisiana purchase). 
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The Grito - Miguel Hidalgo 
Miguel Hidalgo's Early Life: 

Born in 1753, Miguel Hidalgo y Costilla was the second of eleven 
children fathered by Cristóbal Hidalgo. He and his elder brother attended 
a school run by the Jesuits, and both decided to join the priesthood. 
When his elder brother died in 1803, Miguel took over for him as priest 
of the town of Dolores. 

Conspiracy: 

Hidalgo often hosted gatherings at his home where he would talk about 
whether it was the duty of the people to obey or overthrow an unjust 
tyrant. Hidalgo believed the Spanish crown was such a tyrant: a royal 
collection of debt had ruined the finances of the Hidalgo family, and he 
saw injustice daily in his work with the poor.  

El Grito de Dolores/The Cry of Dolores: 

Hidalgo was in Dolores on September 15, 1810, with other leaders of the 
conspiracy to overthrow the king, including military commander Ignacio 
Allende, when word came to them that the conspiracy had been found out. Needing to move immediately, Hidalgo 
rang the church bells calling in all of the locals who happened to be in the market on that day. From the pulpit, he 
announced his intention to strike for independence and urged the people of Dolores to join him. Most did: Hidalgo 
had an army of some 600 men within minutes. This became known as the “Cry of Dolores.”  

The Siege of Guanajuato: 

Hidalgo and Allende marched their growing army through the towns of San Miguel and Celaya, where the angry 
rabble killed all Spaniards they could find and looted their homes. Hidalgo and Allende, their army now some 
80,000 strong, continued their march on Mexico City. The Royalty hastily organized a defense, but the result was 
predictable: the Royalists fought bravely but could not win against such overwhelming odds. When the cannons 
were captured in combat, the surviving royalists retreated to the city. 

Retreat: 

Although they had the advantage and could easily have taken Mexico City, Hidalgo retreated, against the counsel of 
Allende, which would prove to be a huge tactical error. The rebels split for a while as Allende went to Guanajuato 
and Hidalgo to Guadalajara. They reunited, however, although things were tense between the two men and due to 
undisciplined soldiers they lost a few battles forcing them to retreat to the United States in the hope of finding 
weapons and mercenaries there. Allende was by then sick of Hidalgo and placed him under arrest: he went north as 
a prisoner. In the north, they were betrayed by local insurrection leader Ignacio Elizondo and captured. In short 
order, they were given to Spanish authorities and sent to the city of Chihuahua to stand trial.  

Execution of Father Miguel Hidalgo: 

All of the rebel leaders were found guilty and sentenced to death. Hidalgo, as a priest, had to undergo a civil trial as 
well as a visit from the Inquisition. He was eventually stripped of his priesthood, found guilty, and executed on July 
30.  
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Simon Says - Simon Bolivar 
Early Life 

Simón José Antonio de la Santísma Trinidad Bolívar y Palacios was 
born on July 24, 1783 in Caracas, New Granada (now Venezuela). 
Bolívar was born into a prosperous family who took their money from 
rich gold & copper mines they owned in Venezuela. Bolívar moved to 
Spain in 1799 after the deaths of his parents. In Spain, he continued 
his education, begun in Venezuela with tutors who studied the 
writings of the Enlightenment, and married María Teresa Rodríguez 
del Toro in 1802. When the young couple returned to Venezuela to 
visit in 1803, however, María Teresa sickened & died of yellow fever. 

'El Libertador' 

After her death, Bólivar returned to Europe and kept company 
with Napoleon. Bolívar returned to Venezuela in 1807. When 
Napoleon named Joseph Bonaparte King of Spain and its colonies, 
which included Venezuela, Bolívar joined the resistance movement. 
The resistance group based in Caracas gained independence in 1810, 
and Bolívar traveled to Britain on a diplomatic mission. The fight for 
control of Caracas, Venezuela and most of South American continued 
on back home. 

Finally, Bolívar returned to Venezuela and began a campaign to wrest 
control of that country from the Spanish. He and his followers invaded 
Venezuela on May 14, 1813; this marked the beginning of his 
"Compana Admirable" (Admirable Campaign), which resulted in the 
formation of the Venezuelan Second Republic later that year. Bolívar was hailed as El Libertador (The Liberator), though 
civil war soon erupted in the republic, forcing him to flee to Jamaica and seek foreign aid. There he wrote his famous 
"Letter From Jamaica," detailing his vision of a South American republic with a parliamentary setup modeled after 
England and a life-long president. His idea of being a nation's chief who could not be removed from power would be 
heavily critiqued by other leaders and intellectuals.  

Gaining support from Haiti, Bolívar returned to his home continent and became involved in a number of military battles, 
eventually able to claim several territories. 1821 saw the creation of the Gran Colombia, which included much of what is 
now Venezuela, Colombia, Panama and Ecuador. Further maneuvers saw him named Dictator of Peru in 1824, followed 
by the creation of Bolivia in 1825. 

Later Years, Death and Legacy 

Bolívar had succeeded in uniting much of South America in a federation free from Spanish control, but the government 
was fragile. Despite his desire to create a union of states similar to that which created the United States of America, 
Bolívar faced opposition from internal factions throughout the huge Gran Colombia, with there being a push to form 
single nations. As a temporary measure, Bolívar declared himself dictator in 1828, though in September of the same year 
he escaped an assassination attempt with aid from his mistress and fellow revolutionary Manuela Sáenz. He resigned this 
post in 1830 and made plans to sail for exile in Europe. On December 17, 1830, however, Simón Bolívar died in Santa 
Marta, Colombia, after a battle with what may have been tuberculosis. 

Today, Bolívar's legacy can be seen in the multitude of statues and plaza squares bearing his likeness throughout South 
and North America. Several cities and towns throughout the United States are named in his honor and statues and roads 
bearing his name can be found in a variety of international locales, including Egypt, Australia and Turkey. 
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THIS IS BRAZIL! -– Dom Pedro 
Pedro I's Childhood in Portugal: 

Pedro was born on October 12, 1798 in the Queluz Royal Palace outside of 
Lisbon. He was descended from royal lineage on both sides: on his father's 
side, he was of the House of Bragança, the royal house of Portugal, and his 
mother was Carlota of Spain, daughter of King Carlos IV. At the time of 
his birth, Portugal was ruled by Pedro's father, João VI. Pedro became heir 
to the throne in 1801 when his older brother died. In 1807, Napoleon’s 
troops conquered the Iberian Peninsula. Wishing to avoid the fate of the 
ruling family of Spain, who were “guests” of Napoleon, the Portuguese 
royal family fled to Brazil setting sail in November of 1807 just ahead of 
Napoleon’s approaching troops. The royal convoy arrived in Brazil in 
January of 1808: Prince João set up an exile court in Rio de Janeiro. Pedro 
was a bright young man who was good in his studies when he applied 
himself but lacked discipline. 

Emperor of Brazil: 

In 1815, Napoleon was defeated and the Bragança family was once again 
rulers of Portugal. João was reluctant to move the court back to Portugal, however, and ruled from Brazil via a 
proxy council. In the end João decided he had to go to Portugal himself. In April of 1821, João departed, leaving 
Pedro in charge. As he departed, he told Pedro that if Brazil started moving towards independence, he should not 
fight it, but make sure that he was crowned Emperor. 

Independence of Brazil: 

The people of Brazil, who had enjoyed the privilege of being the seat of royal authority, did not take well to 
returning to colony status. Pedro took his father's advice and dramatically declared independence on September 7, 
1822 in the city of São Paulo. He was crowned Emperor of Brazil on December 1, 1822. Independence was 
achieved with very little bloodshed: some Portuguese loyalists fought in isolated locations, but by 1824 all of Brazil 
was unified with relatively little violence. By 1824 Brazil had its own constitution and its independence was 
recognized by the USA and Great Britain. On August 25, 1825, Portugal formally recognized Brazil's 
independence: it helped that João was King of Portugal at the time. 

Legacy of Pedro I of Brazil: 

Pedro I of Brazil is one of those rulers who looks much better in hindsight. During his reign, he was unpopular with 
the people of Brazil, who resented his impulsiveness, lack of statecraft and mistreatment of the beloved Leopoldina 
(his queen). Although he was quite liberal and favored a strong constitution and the abolition of slavery, he was 
constantly criticized by Brazilian liberals. Today, however, Brazilians and Portuguese alike respect his memory. 
His stance on the abolition of slavery was ahead of its time. In Portugal, he is respected for overthrowing his 
brother Miguel, who had put an end to modernizing reforms in favor of a strong monarchy. 

During Pedro's day, Brazil was far from the united nation it is today. Most of the towns and cities were located 
along the coast and contact with the mostly unexplored interior was irregular. Powerful regional interests, such as 
coffee growers, miners and sugarcane plantations were growing, threatening to split the country apart. Brazil could 
very easily have gone the way of Gran Colombia and been split up, but Pedro I and his son Pedro II were firm in 
their determination to keep Brazil whole.  


