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People who were willing to take up arms against the Bolshevik government became known as the White Army. However, 
they had mixed opinions about what kind of Russia they wanted: "Officers and politicians who remained pro-monarchist 
attached themselves to each of the White armies because politically there was nowhere else for them to turn. Tension 
would surface in each of the White armies between those favouring the more democratic progressivism of the February 
Revolution and those who could not reconcile themselves to it. They made a common if uneasy cause against the 
Bolsheviks."… 

Both sides carried out atrocities. One journalist claimed that the Red Army received orders on how to behave by the 
Bolshevik government: "It was proposed to take hostages from the former officers of the Tsar's army, from the Cadets and 
from the families of the Moscow and Petrograd middle-classes and to shoot ten for every Communist who fell to the White 
terror.... The reason given by the Bolshevik leaders for the Red terror was that conspirators could only be convinced that 
the Soviet Republic was powerful enough to be respected if it was able to punish its enemies, but nothing would convince 
these enemies except the fear of death, as all were persuaded that the Soviet Republic was falling. Given these 
circumstances, it is difficult to see what weapon the Communists could have used to get their will respected." (9)  

The White Army also carried out acts of terror. Major-General Mikhail Drozdovskywrote in his diary: "We arrived at 
Vladimirovka about 5.00 p.m. Having surrounded the village we placed the platoon in position, cut off the ford with 
machine-guns, fired a couple of volleys in the direction of the village, and everybody there took cover. Then the mounted 
platoon entered the village, met the Bolshevik committee, and put the members to death. After the executions, the houses 
of the culprits were burned and the whole male population under forty-five whipped soundly, the whipping being done by 
the old men. Then the population was ordered to deliver without pay the best cattle, pigs, fowl, forage, and bread for the 
whole detachment, as well as the best horses." (10)  

Walter Duranty, a journalist working for the New York Times interviewed a White Army officer who admitted that they 
shot all captured members of the Red Army: "They're all Communists, and we can't keep them, you know; they make 
trouble in the prison camps and start rebellions, and so on. So now we always shoot them. That lot is going back to 
headquarters for examination - of course they never tell anything, Communists don't, but one or two might be stupid and 
give away some useful information - then we'll have to shoot them. Of course we don't shoot prisoners, but Communists 
are different. They always make trouble, so we have no choice." (11)… 

General Alexander Kolchak joined the rebellion and agreed to become a minister in the Provisional All-Russian 
Government based in Omsk. In November 1918, ministers who were members of the Socialist Revolutionary Party were 
arrested and Kolchak was named Supreme Ruler with dictatorial powers. In his first speech he claimed: "I will not go 
down the path of reaction, nor the ruinous path of party politics... my main goal is to create a battle-worthy army, attain a 
victory over Bolshevism, and establish law and order so that the people may without prejudice choose for themselves the 
manner of government which they prefer." (12) 
	
The Socialist Revolutionaries (SR) now changed sides and joined forces with the Red Army. Kolchak reacted by bring in 
new laws which established capital punishment for attempting to overthrow the authorities. He also announced that 
“insults written, printed, and oral, are punishable by imprisonment". Other measures imposed by Kolchak included the 
suppression of trade unions, disbanding of soviets, and returned factories and land to their previous owners. Kolchak was 
accused of committing war crimes and one report claimed that he had 25,000 people killed in Ekaterinburg. (14)… 
 

Lenin appointed Leon Trotsky as commissar of war and was sent to rally the Red Army in the Volga. Soon after taking 
command he issued the following order: “I give warning that if any unit retreats without orders, the first to be shot down 
will be the commissary of the unit, and next the commander. Brave and gallant soldiers will be appointed in their places. 
Cowards, bastards and traitors will not escape the bullet. This I solemnly promise in the presence of the entire Red Army.” 
(22) … 

Trotsky announced his strategy on how to defeat the White Army. "Recognizing the existence of an acute military danger, 
we must take steps really to transform Soviet Russia into a military camp. With the help of the party and the trade-unions 
a registration must be carried out listing every member of the party, of the Soviet institutions and the trade-unions, with a 
view to using them for military service." (24) 

	


