
Global Classical Mediterranean World 
Unit 4 Topics for Review 

 
Test Format 

Your Unit Test will be divided into two sections. The first section will consist of 8-10 multiple-choice questions. Some will be from 
previous Regents exams and some will be original questions, usually a bit more challenging, focused more directly on the material you 
have studied in class and at home. If you would like to see sample questions, you can visit MrCaseyHistory.com and select “Past 
Global Regents” from the Resources menu. The second section will consist of several short response questions close to the style of 
the new Regents constructed response questions. You will be expected to explain your answers in clear words and provide specific 
examples from what you have learned to support your responses.  
 
The following questions represent the bulk of what will be covered on the test. You should make sure you can thoroughly 
answer all parts of all of these questions to ensure that you are prepared for the exam. You should refer to your materials as 
your primary reference. You are encouraged strongly but not required to write out answers to these questions. 
 
 

1. How did geography contribute to the separation of communities in the Ancient Greek world into city-states (poleis)? 
2. What is the difference between monarchy, aristocracy, and oligarchy? 
3. What is the difference between direct democracy and representative democracy? Which did Athens have? Which does 

the United States have? 
4. What were the causes and effects of the Greco-Persian Wars? What were the causes and effects of the Peloponnesian 

Wars? 
5. Should Alexander be considered Great? Why or why not? 
6. What is Hellenization and who is responsible for the Hellenization of the East? 
7. What was the difference between Plebeians and Patricians? 
8. What was the structure of the Roman Republic? Which social group originally held almost all government positions? 

How did this change over time? 
9. In what ways was the Republic similar to a Monarchy? An Aristocracy? A Democracy? 
10. Who fought in the Punic Wars? What tactics did each side use against the other? Who ultimately won? 
11. In what ways were the Romans influenced culturally by the Greeks? Why was this the case? 
12. What factors led to the decline of the Republic? How did Caesar come to power as dictator for life? How did Augustus 

become the first emperor? Why did he use the term Princeps for himself? 
13. What was the Pax Romana? How was imperialism connected to peace in the Roman world? What made that peace 

possible? How did that peace impact the economy of the Roman world? In what ways was it not entirely peaceful? 
14. Who was Jesus of Nazareth? In what ways were the teachings of Jesus reflective of his Jewish background? 
15. Who was Paul (aka Saul of Tarsus)? What impact did he have on the development of Christian beliefs and the spread of 

the faith? How were his views different from many of the early followers of Jesus? 
16. What internal and external factors led to the fall of the Western Roman Empire? 

o What factors contributed to the economic decline of the Roman Empire? Why was the East stronger than the 
West? 

o What motivated Constantine to move the capital from Rome to Constantinople? Why was this a better 
location? 

o What are mercenaries? Why was it a mistake for the Romans to hire them? 
o What factors led to Germanic tribes invading Roman lands? What role did the Huns play? 

17. Why was the fall of Western Rome such a major turning point in history? What impact did it have on the West? The 
East? 

 


