
AP Essay Self-Analysis 
 
For each returned essay from so far this year, you must complete a self-analysis based on the AP essay rubrics. 
Your response may be hand written, but I highly recommend typing it, as it will be easier to organize and use 
for you. 
 
For some of the earlier essays from this year, I wrote on the essay to let you know what rubric components you 
did or didn’t get. I often used letters to represent the components, so here’s what each letter represents. If I put 
just the letter, it means you got the point. If I put the letter with an X, it means you did not get the point. If I put 
the letter with a ~, it means I was on the fence about it, and I decided to give you the point, but maybe you 
didn’t deserve it, and the AP graders might not be so generous. 
 
LEQ Essay 
 
C = Contextualization (B) 
T = Thesis (A) 
E = Evidence (C1) 
S = Support (C2) 
R = Reasoning (D1) 
U = Understanding (D2) 

DBQ Essay 
 
C = Contextualization (B) 
T = Thesis (A) 
D = Document (C1) 
S = Support (C2) 
OI = Outside Information (C3) 
A = Analysis (D1)* 
U = Understanding (D2) 

* Sometimes written as HAPPY 
 
For the more recent essays, I chose not to write for which categories specifically you did or did not get credit. 
Instead, I want you to use the rubric and figure it out for yourselves. This practice will, I hope, strengthen your 
understanding of the rubric and help you figure out how you need to improve in your writing going forward. 
 
For the essays where I did not write letters, I would recommend that you start those by reading through your 
essay and using the letters to grade yourself and see if you come to the same number that I did. If you come to a 
different number, it should be more than +/- 1.  
 
As for what you need to do for this assignment, I would like you to analyze each essay in terms of how you 
can improve, organized by rubric component. For each component for which you did not get credit, (and even 
for those where you think you almost did not receive credit), you should write out, in the form of a two column 
chart (each row representing a rubric component), what you did incorrectly or insufficiently (left column) and 
what you could have done to fix it or improve it, being as specific as you can be. Don’t just say you would 
“make it better” or “add more detail”, but rather say specifically how you would make it better or what those 
details would be. It’s as if you are prepping to rewrite your essays without really having to do it. You should do 
this for each essay you have gotten back. 
 
If you have lost all of the many copies of the rubrics I have given you, you can find the links on PupilPath and 
mrcaseyhistory.com for your convenience. 
 
If you have any questions, feel free to reach out by email at: pcasey@mhs.nyc 


