
Crusades Perspectives Articles Project 

	
As we have learned in class, all of the events of the Crusades can be seen from multiple perspectives. Exploring 
diverse viewpoints allows us to develop a deeper understanding of the events of history. Your assignment is to 

choose one of the major Crusades and two create two different articles on the same events, each from a different 
contemporary perspective. Below are the Crusades from which you can choose, followed by a list of possible 

perspectives, from which you must choose two. The articles should be written as if published in 
newspapers/websites representing your two chosen groups. They must be written as if they were from the time. 

 

First Crusade Third Crusade Fourth Crusade 
• Western European Crusaders 
• Seljuk Turks/Fatimids (rulers) 
• Arab Muslims in Holy Land 
• Arab Christians in Holy Land 
• Arab Jews in Holy Land 
• Western European Jews 
• Byzantines 
• Catholic Church Clergy 

• England 
• Ayyubid Sultanate (under 

Salahuddin al Ayyubi) 
• France 
• Holy Roman Empire 
• Byzantine Empire 

• Western European Crusaders 
• Byzantines 
• Catholic Church Clergy 
• Venetians 

 

Content 
Each article should be no less than one full page and no more than two full pages (inclusive of titles, quotes, and 
images), with font for the main text no larger than size 12. Both articles must give significant detail, covering the 
background leading up to the events being discussed, and giving specific information about the events. They must 
also have clear differences in the way they present the same events, highlighting some points and downplaying, 
distorting, or omitting others, as it serves to present their bias as it would be. Remember, you, living a thousand 
years later, are aware of what was happening in different parts of the world, what different perspectives existed, 
and what things were true or false. The people at the time only knew that to which they were exposed, so keep that 
in mind in your writing. Your information should be accurate (at least as far as the perspective allows). 
 

Design 
Both articles must be on standard size 8.5 X 11 paper, and must include: 

• Clear style as either a newspaper, a news website, or a magazine, with any elements needed to show it 
• Titles for both the publication (newspaper, website, magazine) and the article itself 
• Text in two or three columns, not all one block of text (unless in the style of a website) 
• At least two RELEVANT images in EACH article, with captions indicating what they are 
• At least four quotes, two in EACH article, two of which must be real authentic primary source quotes (I will 

provide resources on MrCaseyHistory.com / PupilPath from which to draw) and two which are fake and 



made up by you, presented as if they were said by people from the time. They must help to more fully report 
the story by showing PERSPECTIVES, so they should support the view of the particular article. 

• Typed text is much preferred, but may be hand written if needed, though must be VERY neat. 
• Text should not have spelling, grammar, or other technical issues, except if intentional for the quotes. 

 

Creativity 
• The article itself should be interesting and reflect the perspective, making it entertaining to read. 
• The quotes you make up should show creativity in the wording and emotion reflecting the relevant 

perspectives. You can make quotes from random people or notable figures from the time. 
• Out of the four required images, at least two must be created by you, either drawn by hand or created 

digitally. You are encouraged to create all four, but you are only required to create two. For those you 
create, you should credit yourself in the caption (you may use a fake name if you want to maintain the 
illusion of authenticity). 

• Overall, the design and presentation should be neat, clean, and RICH WITH COLOR. 
 
SPECIAL TIP: Since you may want to type your text but hand-draw your images, you can create the text digitally, 
leaving boxes for the images you plan to create, and then draw them in after printing! 

 
 

Grading Rubric 
You will be graded out of FOUR in each of the following THREE categories 

• TRUTH (Content): Text includes all of the required elements and information is accurate and relevant 
• GOODNESS (Design): Designed properly and logically; grammar; required components materials 
• BEAUTY: Article is attractive, neat, clear, colorful, and well-written; original images are well-made 

 

Due Date 
This project is due on Monday 2/25/19. It will count toward your essay and project grade as 12.5% of your average.   


