
Global II Practice Exam 

CONSTRUCTED RESPONSE QUESTION SET #2 
Document 1 

Growth of the Japanese Empire, 1931–41 

 

Source: Historical Maps on File, Revised Edition, Volume II, Facts on File (adapted) from NYS Global History and 
Geography II Regents Exam Prototype.  

 

Geographic Context- refers to where this historical development/event is taking place and why it is 
taking place there. 

1. Explain the geographic context for the historical development shown on this map. [1]  
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Document 2 

Dr. Tatsuichiro Akizuki was a physician practicing in Nagasaki on August 9, 1945. He kept notes on 
his experiences during and after the bombing. In 1961, when he was asked about his experiences, he 
felt it was his responsibility to write them down in a book. In 1969, Dr. Akizuki helped establish the 
Nagasaki Testimonial Society to increase the written records of the Nagasaki atomic bomb survivors. 
His book Nagasaki 1945 was published in 1982. 

There was a blinding white flash of light, and the next moment – Bang! Crack! A huge impact like a 

gigantic blow smote [struck] down upon our bodies, our heads and our hospital. I lay flat I didn't 

know whether or not of my own volitions choice]. Then down came piles of debris, slamming into 

my back.... 

All the buildings I could see were on fire: large ones and small ones and those with straw- .. thatched 

roofs. Further off along the valley, Urakami Church, the largest Catholic church in the east, was 

ablaze. The technical school, a large two-storeyed [sic] wooden building, was on fire, as : were many 

houses and the distant ordnance factory. Electricity poles were wrapped in flame like ! So many 

pieces of kindling. Trees on the near-by hills were smoking, as were the leaves of sweet potatoes in 

the fields. To say that everything burned is not enough. It seemed as if the earth itself emitted fire 

and smoke, flames that writhed up and erupted from underground. The sky was dark, the ground 

was scarlet, and in between hung clouds of yellowish smoke. Three kinds of colour – black, yellow, 

and scarlet loomed ominously over the people, who ran about like so many ants seeking to escape. 

What had happened? Urakami Hospital had not been bombed—I understood that much. But that 

ocean of fire, that sky of smoke! It seemed like the end of the world.... 

Source: Dr. Tatsuichiro Akizuki, Nagasaki 1945, Quartet Books, 1982 from NYS Global History and Geography II 
Regents Exam Prototype.  

 

2. Based on this excerpt, explain Dr. Tatsuichiro Akizuki’s purpose for writing about what occurred in 
Nagasaki on August 9, 1945. [1]  
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Document 1 

Growth of the Japanese Empire, 1931–41 

 

Source: Historical Maps on File, Revised Edition, Volume II, Facts on File 
(adapted) from NYS Global History and Geography II Regents Exam 

Prototype.  
 

Document 2 
Dr. Tatsuichiro Akizuki was a physician practicing in Nagasaki on August 9, 
1945. He kept notes on his experiences during and after the bombing. In 
1961, when he was asked about his experiences, he felt it was his 
responsibility to write them down in a book. In 1969, Dr. Akizuki helped 
establish the Nagasaki Testimonial Society to increase the written records of 
the Nagasaki atomic bomb survivors. His book Nagasaki 1945 was published 
in 1982. 

There was a blinding white flash of light, and the next moment – Bang! 
Crack! A huge impact like a gigantic blow smote [struck] down upon our 
bodies, our heads and our hospital. I lay flat I didn't know whether or not of 
my own volitions choice]. Then down came piles of debris, slamming into my 
back.... 

All the buildings I could see were on fire: large ones and small ones and 
those with straw- .. thatched roofs. Further off along the valley, Urakami 
Church, the largest Catholic church in the east, was ablaze. The technical 
school, a large two-storeyed [sic] wooden building, was on fire, as : were 
many houses and the distant ordnance factory. Electricity poles were 
wrapped in flame like ! So many pieces of kindling. Trees on the near-by hills 
were smoking, as were the leaves of sweet potatoes in the fields. To say that 
everything burned is not enough. It seemed as if the earth itself emitted fire 
and smoke, flames that writhed up and erupted from underground. The sky 
was dark, the ground was scarlet, and in between hung clouds of yellowish 
smoke. Three kinds of colour – black, yellow, and scarlet loomed ominously 
over the people, who ran about like so many ants seeking to escape. What 
had happened? Urakami Hospital had not been bombed—I understood that 
much. But that ocean of fire, that sky of smoke! It seemed like the end of the 
world.... 

Source: Dr. Tatsuichiro Akizuki, Nagasaki 1945, Quartet Books from NYS 
Global History and Geography II Regents Exam Prototype.  

 

 

Turning point- is a major event, idea, or historical development that brings about significant change. 
It can be local, regional, national, or global. 

3a. Identify a turning point associated with the events, ideas, or historical developments related to 
both documents 1 and 2. [1] 

 

 

3b. Explain why the events, ideas, or historical developments associated with these documents are 
considered a turning point. Be sure to use evidence from both documents 1 and 2 in your response. 
[1] 

 
 
 

 
 
 


