
Assyrian Royal Inscriptions  
“The king, who acts with the support of the great gods his lords and has 
conquered all lands, gained dominion over all highlands and received their 
tribute, captures of hostages, he who is victorious over all countries.” 
[Source: Assyrian Royal Inscriptions] 
 
The two principal tasks of an Assyrian king were to engage in military exploits 
and to erect public buildings. Both of these tasks were regarded as religious 
duties. They were, in effect, acts of obedience toward the principal gods of 
Assyria. The historical records of ancient Assyria consist of tablets, prisms and 
cylinders of clay and alabaster. They bear inscriptions in cuneiform—wedge-
shaped impressions representing, for the most part, syllables. In addition, we 
have inscribed obelisks and stelae as well as inscriptions on stone slabs that 
lined the walls and covered the floors of Assyrian palaces and temples. In all of 
these inscriptions, the king stands at the top of the hierarchy—the most 
powerful person; he himself represents the state. All public acts are recorded 
as his achievements. All acts worthy of being recorded are attributed only to 
the Assyrian king, the focus of the ancient world… 
 
Assyrian national history, as it has been preserved for us in inscriptions and 
pictures, consists almost solely of military campaigns and battles. It is as gory 
and bloodcurdling a history as we know… There is no reason to doubt the 
historical accuracy of these portrayals and descriptions. Such punishments no 
doubt helped to secure the payment of tribute—silver, gold, tin, copper, 
bronze and iron, as well as building materials including wood, all of which was necessary for the economic survival of the 
Assyrian empire. 
 
[Source: Erika Belibtreu, “Grisly Assyrian Record of Torture and Death”, Biblical Archeology Society] 
 
Wall Inscriptions in the Palace of King Ashurnasirpal II (ruled 883 to 859 BCE) in Nimrud 

“I flayed as many nobles as had rebelled against me [and] 
draped their skins over the pile [of corpses]; some I 
spread out within the pile, some I erected on stakes upon 
the pile ... I flayed many right through my land [and] 
draped their skins over the walls.” 
 
“I felled 50 of their fighting men with the sword, burnt 
200 captives from them, [and] defeated in a battle on the 
plain 332 troops. ... With their blood I dyed the mountain 
red like red wool, [and] the rest of them the ravines [and] 
torrents of the mountain swallowed. I carried off captives 
[and] possessions from them. I cut off the heads of their 
fighters [and] built [therewith] a tower before their city. I 
burnt their adolescent boys [and] girls.” 
 
“In strife and conflict I besieged [and] conquered the city. 
I felled 3,000 of their fighting men with the sword ... I 
captured many troops alive: I cut off of some their arms 
[and] hands; I cut off of others their noses, ears, [and] 
extremities. I gouged out the eyes of many troops. I made 

one pile of the living [and] one of heads. I hung their heads on trees around the city.” 

A bronze relief from the palace of Ashurnasirpal II’s son 
in the city of Balawat shows three stakes, each with eight 
male heads, standing like human totem poles outside an 
apparently conquered city on a hill. The city is Upumu, in 
Shubria, located southwest of Lake Van. 
 



Wall Inscriptions in the Palace of King Sennacherib (ruled 705 BCE to 681 BCE) in Ninevah 
 “I cut their throats like lambs. I cut off 
their precious lives (as one cuts) a string. 
Like the many waters of a storm, I made 
(the contents of) their gullets and 
entrails run down upon the wide earth. 
My prancing steeds harnessed for my 
riding, plunged into the streams of their 
blood as (into) a river. The wheels of my 
war chariot, which brings low the wicked 
and the evil, were bespattered with 
blood and filth. With the bodies of their 
warriors I filled the plain, like grass. 
(Their) testicles I cut off, and tore out 
their privates like the seeds of 
cucumbers.”  

 
Wall Inscriptions in the Palace of King Ashurbanipal (ruled 
668 to 627 BCE) in Ninevah 
 
“Their dismembered bodies I fed to the dogs, swine, wolves, and eagles, to 
the birds of heaven and the fish in the deep.... What was left of the feast of 
the dogs and swine, of their members which blocked the streets and filled 
the squares, I ordered them to remove from Babylon, Kutha and Sippar, 
and to cast them upon heaps.” 

 

Sennacherib riding in his chariot during his Babylonian war. 
 

Impaled on stakes. Two Assyrian 
soldiers erect a stake with an impaled, 
naked man beside two others. The 
heads of these captured men of Lachish 
sag forward, suggesting that they are 
already dead. This detail comes from a 
series of reliefs, found at Nineveh, in 
which Sennacherib (704–681 B.C.) 
recorded the exploits of his invasion of 
Judah in 701 B.C. Lachish was among 
the 46 cities he conquered. 
 

Among the reliefs carved by Ashurbanipal were pictures of the mass 
deportation of the Elamites, together with severed heads assembled in 
heaps. Two Elamites are seen fastened to the ground while their skin is 
flayed, while others are having their tongues pulled out 


