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“Hammurabi (reigned 1792-1750 BCE) was the sixth king of the Amorite 
First Dynasty of Babylon, assumed the throne from his father, Sin-Muballit, 
and expanded the kingdom to conquer all of ancient Mesopotamia. The 
kingdom of Babylon comprised only the cities of Babylon, Kish, Sippar, and 
Borsippa when Hammurabi came to the throne but, through a succession 
of military campaigns, careful alliances made and broken when necessary, 
and political maneuvers, he held the entire region under Babylonian control 
by 1750 BCE. According to his own inscriptions, letters and administrative 
documents from his reign, he sought to improve the lives of those who 
lived under his rule. He is best known in the modern day for his law code 
which, although not the earliest code of laws, came to serve as a model for 
other cultures” 
[Source: Joshua J. Mark, Ancient History Encyclopedia] 
 
“Hammurabi was an able administrator, an adroit diplomat, and canny 
imperialist, patient in the achievement of his goals. Upon taking the throne, 
he issued a proclamation forgiving people’s debts and during the first five years of his reign further enhanced his 
popularity by piously renovating the sanctuaries of the gods, especially Marduk, Babylon’s patron. Then, with his 
power at home secure and his military forces primed, he began a five-year series of campaigns against rival states to 
the south and east, expanding his territory.” 
[Source: Stephen Bertman, Professor Emeritus of Languages, Literatures and Cultures , University of Windsor] 
 

The Law Code of 
Hammurabi 

 
[Our gods] Anu... and Enlil... named me, Hammurabi, to be the 
exalted prince, the worshipper of the gods, to cause justice to 
prevail in the land, to destroy the wicked and the evil, to 
prevent the strong from oppressing the weak; to enlighten 
the land and further the welfare of the people... 
When [our god] Marduk sent me to rule over men, to give 
the protection of right to the land, I did right and 
righteousness… and brought about the well-being of the 
oppressed… 
 
2. If any one bring an accusation against a man, and the 
accused go to the river and leap into the river, if he sink in 
the river his accuser shall take possession of his house. But if 

the river prove that the accused is not guilty, and he escape unhurt, then he who had brought the accusation shall 
be put to death, while he who leaped into the river shall take possession of the house that had belonged to his 
accuser. 
 
3. If any one bring an accusation of any crime before the elders, and does not prove what he has charged, he shall, if 
it be a capital offense charged, be put to death. 
 
6. If any one steals the property of a temple or of the court, he shall be put to death, and also the one who receives 
the stolen thing from him shall be put to death. 
 



8. If any one steal cattle or sheep, or an ass, or a pig or a goat, if it belong to a god or to the court, the thief shall pay 
thirtyfold therefor; if they belonged to a freed man of the king he shall pay tenfold; if the thief has nothing with 
which to pay he shall be put to death. 
 
22. If any one is committing a robbery and is caught, then he shall be put to death. 
 
110. If a priestess opens a bar, or enters a bar to drink, then this woman shall be burned to death. 
 
142. If a woman argues with her husband, and says: "You are not nice to me," the reasons for her prejudice must be 
presented. If she is guiltless, and there is no fault on her part, but he leaves and neglects her, then this woman has 
no blame, she shall take her dowry (money given at marriage) and go back to her father's house. 
 
168. If a man wish to kick his son out of his house, and declare before the judge: "I want to kick my son out," then 
the judge shall examine into his reasons. If the son is guilty of no great fault, for which he can be rightfully kicked 
out, the father shall not kick him out. 
 
195. If a son hits his father, his hands shall be cut off. 
 
196. If a nobleman put out the eye of nobleman, his eye shall be put out. 
 
197. If he breaks the bone of a nobleman, his bone shall be broken. 
 
198. If he put out the eye of a common man, or break the bone of a common man, he shall pay one [silver] mina. 
 
199. If he put out the eye of a man’s slave, or break the bones of a man’s slave, he shall pay one-half of [the slave’s] 
value [to the owner of the slave]. 
 
202. If any one strike the privates of a man higher in rank than he, he shall receive sixty blows with an ox-whip in 
public. 
 
228. If a builder build a house for some one and complete it, he shall give him a fee of two shekels in money for each 
sar [measurement of area] of surface. 
 
229. If a builder builds a house for someone, and does not construct it properly, and the house which he built falls in 
and kills its owner, then that builder shall be put to death. 
 
230. If it kills the son of the owner the son of that builder shall be put to death. 
 
231. If it kill a slave of the owner, then he shall pay slave for slave to the owner of the house. 
 


