
Ancient Inventions Project 

	
Important inventions from the ancient world had a dramatic impact on human societies and reshaped the world. 

Your job in this project is to display the importance and value of these inventions through advertising! 
Your target audience for this advertisement is people living at time of its invention, NOT people living now, 
so make sure the project addresses the concerns of ancient people, but with a modern-style advertisement. 

Your project must be creative, accurate, and well designed, and contain all of the required content. 
You are strongly encouraged to look at real life examples of pamphlets, websites, commercials, and ads to get ideas 

and inspiration (without plagiarism of course, though parody is fine).   
 

Choice of Invention 
* Writing (Cuneiform primarily but should reference other early systems) 

* Irrigation (mention different ancient methods/systems) 
* Bronze Metallurgy (replaced stone tools) 

* Iron Metallurgy (replaced bronze metallurgy) 
* Wheel (minimal discussion in class but online resources provided) 

* Chariot (did NOT replace riding on horses, which actually came AFTER) 
 

Required Content 
Historical Context: What was the situation before this invention came about? What challenges and difficulties did 
people face (that this invention would later solve)? 
Function: What does it do? What purpose does it serve? What different tasks can it be used for? How can it be useful 
in people’s lives? In society? In developing a civilization? 
Invention Development: How was your invention invented? When, where, and by whom? What were the steps by 
which it came to be? In other words, what were the steps between the earliest idea and the final version of the 
invention? 
Projected Growth: How might this invention develop further in the future? (Remember, you are writing as if you are 
living at that time. Since, in reality, you know how things will progress into the future, you can “predict” how this 
invention “might” grow over the centuries and millennia. 
Testimonials: Add statements or reviews from satisfied customers. You can make these serious and/or funny. 

 

Project Style 
You have three options for how to execute this project. Two of the options are individual and one is a group project. 
 
Pamphlet & Poster Ad (Individual) 

• For the Pamphlet, it must include ALL of the information under Required Content as different sections of the 
pamphlet, each clearly labeled. It must also include 3-5 images (either be hand drawn or printed, and 
colorful), a clear title, and an overall attractive presentation. While you may use plain white computer paper, 
you might want to use colored paper to make your project more attractive. Text may be typed and cut out to 
paste into the pamphlet if you like. Any other decorative or creative elements are up to you. Please keep it to 
a reasonable size. 

• For the Poster Ad, the ad should not try to include all the information under Required Content. It is meant to 
get the interest of the viewer so they will want to know more. It can reference just one or maybe two of the 



required contents.  The ad should not be cluttered with information. It should be simple yet engaging. It may 
be done in the style of a subway ad, a bus stop poster, a billboard, or similar. IT SHOULD NOT be large size. It 
should be the size of a regular sheet of printer paper. 

• For both parts, you may create the project digitally or draw by hand or a combination of the two for both 
parts, but in any case, the work must be neat, attractive, and organized in a logical way. 

 
Website & Web Ad (Individual) 
Alternatively, you may switch out the pamphlet for a website, created with free services such as Wordpress or Wix.  

• For the Website, it should contain the same information as a pamphlet would, all parts of the required 
content, so don't feel you have to write more if you go this route. It would just be separated into different 
sections of the website. It must also include 3-5 images, a clear title, and an overall attractive presentation. 
You must provide me with the link by email. 

• For the Web Ad, almost everything said above for the poster ad remains true regarding information 
included. The only difference here is possibly the style, in that it will be intended for inclusion on a website. 

 
Note: If you would like to mix the paper and digital versions, doing a pamphlet and a web ad, or a website, and a print ad, that is fine with me. 
 
Commercial Video (Group of 2-3) 
Commercial must combine both the elements of the pamphlet/website and the ad into one in the form of a well-
developed and well-executed commercial of no more than 3 minutes in length. As far as possible, try to include as 
much as possible, but at the very least 5 instances, of the following elements: props, period costumes (doesn't have 
to be perfect but show an effort), suitable scenery, and images. Be sure to edit properly and cleanly, and add images 
and titles where best suited. This is the ONLY version of the project that can be done as a group. You are welcome to 
include actors from outside the group in your commercial, but remember that the scripting and editing must be 
done by the group members, who alone will receive the grade for the assignment. 
 

Project Resources 
While your lesson materials, PowerPoints, and textbook are all great possible resources, I will also post additional 
helpful resources online on my website, MrCaseyHistory.com, as well as under the assignment on PupilPath, that are 
tailored specifically to this project. Please check out those resources to complete your project. 
 

Project Submission 
For ALL project styles, including those done on paper, you must send the project to me by EMAIL (PupilPath 
message is not email) with the subject line “Ancient Inventions Project” followed by your full name. For those with a 
project on paper, you must take a clear picture of all sides of your project, in which all text is legible, and attach it to 
the email, and should also hand in the physical version in class. For VIDEO projects, you can either upload the video 
to YouTube on privacy level unlisted (which means only those with a link can view it) and send me the link, you can 
upload it as an attachment to the email, or you can bring in a usb drive from which I can import it to my computer. 
 

Grading Rubric 
You will be graded out of FOUR in each of the following THREE categories 

• TRUTH: Includes all of the required elements and all information is accurate 
• GOODNESS: Designed properly and logically, according to directions; makes sense; uses required materials 
• BEAUTY: Project is creative, attractive, neat, clear, and colorful 

 

Due Date 
This project is DUE on MONDAY NOVEMBER 4th. It will count toward your essay and project grade, so if you are 
concerned about your possible essay grade, this grade can bring that up. You are welcome to submit it earlier. 
Please plan accordingly to make sure it is submitted on time. 


