
 
 

Time travel is real. This is a fact known by only a very few select individuals throughout the world. The time in 
which we are living, the year 2019, is, as far as we know, the farthest along in the timeline that we can travel. In 
other words, we are living at the edge of time. Therefore, travel into the future is not possible, as it has not 
happened yet, but we are able to travel to a limited number of points in the past. 
 
Of course, time travel is extremely dangerous, and could have devastating consequences if historical events were 
irresponsibly changed. This is why it is kept a secret from most of the world, and an organization, known as the 
Ministry of Time, exists to protect the past from alteration. From its headquarters in Madrid, Spain, Ministry 
operatives travel through a series of underground doors to various points in the past to ensure that history is 
kept safe and no one interferes with the timeline. 
 
However, the Ministry has recently come under new leadership, and those in charge would like to rethink the 
strict policy of always protecting the timeline,  and to consider making intentional changes to the events of the 
past for the betterment of humanity. One major turning point in particular has caught their attention: the 
Neolithic Revolution. A growing number within the Ministry feel that the Neolithic Revolution was the worst 
mistake in human history, and that, over the last 10,000 years or so, the advent of farming, and everything that 
followed from it, has caused tremendous harm to humanity and the entire planet. Therefore, the various 
branches of the Ministry must meet to discuss this issue at the Council of Time. The council is divided into 
eight committees, which will present their positions on this momentous issue, providing evidence to support 
their arguments. The Council is set to meet only a few days, so the members of each committee must be ready to 
defend their preferred course of action, before the past, present, and future of the world is changed forever. 
 
Members of each committee will be provided with initial materials detailing a diversity of opinions and 
perspectives on the matter in general. However, these initial materials are only meant to be a starting point, and 
committee members should continue to do their own research, not only from the time of the Neolithic 
Revolution and the present, but anywhere in between. This is, after all, the Ministry of Time, and Ministry 
operatives have access to thousands of years of history from which to draw. While the time in and around the 
Neolithic Revolution, as well as the present, are both valuable sources of information, you are free to draw from 
any period in history, as long as your examples and evidence can be, and are, connected back to the Neolithic 
Revolution in some way. These links must be established in order for the evidence to be considered valid and 
relevant. 
 
The format of this discussion will be as follows: 

• Speakers List: On the first day that the council meets, one member of each committee will present an 
opening speech of 1 to 2 minutes explaining their committee’s position with their main arguments. 

• Moderated Caucus: After each committee’s representative has spoken, the format will change to 
moderated caucus, in which members of any committee may propose a specific topic of discussion, and 



any member of any committee may weigh in by raising their placard, the card on which their committee 
name is written. 

o To start a moderated caucus, simply say to the Ministry Director  “Motion for a moderated 
caucus” and identify the following: 

§ The topic of the moderated caucus (something more specific than the overall topic) 
§ The length of time set for the caucus discussion (e.g. 5 minutes) 
§ The maximum length of time set for each person to speak (e.g. 30 seconds) 

• Unmoderated Caucus: Between these moderated caucus discussions, council members may also motion 
for unmoderated caucuses, in which all everyone will have time to discuss informally with each other. 

 
By the second day of the Time Council, members and committees should begin building blocs, groups of 
members from different committees united by similar ideas about how to move forward. As blocs, they should 
start preparing their resolutions, formal statements of their concerns and their proposed course or courses of 
action. By the third day of the Time Council, the blocs should finish the resolutions in order to be able to 
present them for final decisions. Then, all that will remain is the Council vote, which will decide the fate of 
humanity.  
 
You and the members of your committee have until the day of the Time Council to work together to strategize, 
research, and prepare arguments in order to make your case for whether or not, or the extent to which, the 
course of human history should be altered forever. 
 
Questions to Consider: 

• What happened as a result of the Neolithic revolution, both in the short term and in the long term? 
• Was the Neolithic Revolution a more positive or negative development for humanity? 
• Do the possible problems caused by the Neolithic Revolution justify making a major change to timeline? 
• Are there ways to address these concerns without altering the past? What can be done in the present? 
• What possible unintended negative outcomes could result from changing the timeline? 
• Is it possible to make more conservative (limited) or only partial changes to the timeline, rather than 

completely preventing the Neolithic Revolution? If so, what would those changes be? 
 

 


