
Quaestio: Did populations in the 
Eurasian Steppe play a larger role in the 
function of the Silk Road than the major 
empires?

Nunc Agenda: Work individually to 
complete your section of the DBQ 
packet and then teach your group 
members what you learned. Then, answer 
the summary questions together.



Quaestio: Did populations in the 
Eurasian Steppe play a larger role in the 
function of the Silk Road than the major 
empires?

Nunc Agenda: DEBATE!
QIN VS HAN!!!











The Silk “Road”
Network of overland routes across Central Asia

Connected the Eastern Mediterranean world to China

Merchants did not travel from one end to the other but goods 
traded from town to town eventually went all the way

The farther goods traveled, the more expensive they became

Most trade done by caravans- groups of travelers journeying 
together, often through desert with camels

Central Asian Nomads excelled as traders because they already 
had experience traveling those areas



Influence of the Trade
Roman Senate tried and failed to 
ban silk because they thought it 
was taking business from the 
Roman economy and was 
immodest as clothing

“I see clothes of silk, if materials 
that do not hide the body or even 
one’s decency can be called 
clothes.” —Seneca the Younger

About women wearing silk he 
said, “…her husband has no more 
acquaintance than any outsider or 
foreigner with his wife’s body.”



Influence of the Trade
Facilitated cultural diffusion: 
exchange of ideas, 
technologies, and customs
Helped spread Mahayana 
Buddhism to Asia
Cities established along trade 
routes, such as Palmyra in 
Syria and Samarkand in 
Central Asia (Uzbekistan), 
became wealthy centers of 
trade and cultural melting pots
30-375: Kushan Empire 
founded by Central Asian 
nomads ruled from Central 
Asia and Afghanistan to 
Northern India, involved in the 
trade



Palmyra























Silk Road Connections

Work with a partner to examine 
the documents and answer the 
questions. Whatever you do 
not finish in class today will be 
homework.



Silk VS Steppe
Working in groups, read and 
annotate the two text 
excerpts, considering the 
question on your sheet

As you read, also record any 
terminology that is unclear, 
and work as a group to 
determine its definition

Read for understanding, not 
completion. If something is 
unclear, stop to clarify and 
ask questions.

YOU CAN DO IT!


