




• Judaism, Christianity, and 
Islam are grouped together 
as the Abrahamic Faiths

• In addition to their shared 
belief in Abraham as a 
Prophet, they also share 
much of same views about 
God, prophethood, 
revelation, and the 
afterlife, and they come 
from a shared tradition



Pre-Islamic Arabia
• Polytheistic desert nomadic society organized by tribe
• Raids and conflicts between tribes were common place
• Settled towns along caravan trade routes
• Two major powers, Byzantine and Sassanid Persian 

Empires, fought for control of Northern Arabia









Mecca
• According to Islamic 

tradition, the prophet 
Abraham brought his 
wife and son to Mecca 
and built the Kaaba, a 
holy building dedicated 
to the worship of One 
God (“Allah” is the 
Arabic word for God)

• Over time, tradition 
states, other polytheistic 
peoples brought idols 
(statues) of their own 
gods to the Kaaba, and 
they forgot monotheism



Mecca
• Because of the Kaaba, Mecca became a place of pilgrimage 

(religious journey) attracting people from all over Arabia to 
worship the gods

• This also made it a center of trade, and brought wealth to 
the city





Life of Muhammad
• Born in 570 CE in Mecca, both parents died before he was 

six years old, raised by his grandfather and uncle
• Worked as a caravan trader, had a reputation for honesty 

and trustworthiness
• Bothered by the idol worship and corruption in Mecca, he 

would travel to the mountains to meditate and pray to God



First Revelation
• One day, according to Islamic 

tradition, an angel appeared to 
him on the mountain and told him 
to recite, and taught him the first 
verses of the Quran, the holy book 
of Islam, which means recitation

• While at first he was shocked and 
frightened by the experience, he 
came to accept that he was a 
prophet, a person chosen by God 
to communicate God's message to 
others

• For Muhammad, the message was 
Islam, meaning "submission to the 
will of God" 



Key Beliefs of Islam
• There is only One God 

(Allah in Arabic) and all 
other gods are false

• Muhammad is the final 
prophet in a long line 
including Abraham, Moses, 
Jesus, and other prophets 
from the Bible

• The Quran is the word of 
God revealed to 
Muhammad

• The way to reach heaven 
and avoid hell is to believe 
in God and do good deeds



Resistance in Mecca
• Many tribal leaders in Mecca 

were angered by Muhammad's 
teaching because

• it challenged their religious 
traditions

• it threatened their source of 
wealth, the pilgrimages which 
brought trade to the city

• Muhammad and his followers, 
called Muslims, were 
persecuted in Mecca for many 
years, some even tortured and 
killed, especially the poor and 
those without tribes to protect 
them



Moving to Medina
• Muhammad’s teachings had 

reached a nearby city, Medina, 
and many inhabitants had 
become Muslims

• They invited Muhammad and 
his followers to immigrate there 
to be safe from persecution

• This journey is called the Hijra
(migration) and marks the start 
of the Islamic Calendar

• In Medina, Muhammad 
established the Islamic 
community, or Ummah, which 
went beyond tribal association 
by uniting people based on 
shared faith





Conflict with the Meccans
• The tribal leaders in Mecca feared 

that Muhammad would grow strong 
in Medina and return to challenge 
them 

• Conflict broke out between Mecca 
and Medina, and several battles were 
fought over the following years, but 
in the end, the Muslims were 
victorious, and took control of Mecca

• According to Islamic tradition, 
Muhammad pardoned the people of 
Mecca, and the idols in the Kaaba
were destroyed to make it a place of 
worship for God alone

• Islam continued to spread 
throughout Arabia and beyond



Five Pillars of Islam
The Five Pillars are the five 
key actions required of 
every Muslim

1. Declaration of Faith- To 
declare that “there is no 
god except God, and 
Muhammad is the 
messenger of God” is 
what makes a person a 
Muslim



Five Pillars of Islam
2. Daily Prayers- Muslims 

must perform specific 
prayers at five different 
times during the day 
(dawn, noon, afternoon, 
sunset, night) facing 
toward the Kaaba in 
Mecca











Five Pillars of Islam
3. Yearly Charity- Those 

who can afford it must 
give 2.5% of their excess 
wealth to the poor each 
year



Five Pillars of Islam
3.
4. Fasting- During the 

month of Ramadan, 
Muslims fast during the 
daylight hours, avoiding 
food, drink, and sex in 
order to become more 
conscious of God





Five Pillars of Islam
5. Hajj- Those who are able must make a pilgrimage (Hajj) to 

Mecca at least once in their life, a journey which takes 
several days and includes circling the Kaaba












