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Nunc Agenda: Share your responses to the 
Sources of Islamic Tradition questions and 
write an answer to the Quaestio:
What were the socio-cultural implications 
of the introduction of Islam to Arab society?
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Successors to the Prophet

• 632 CE- Muhammad died, loss of religious 
and political leader

• Abu Bakr, friend and father-in-law of 
Muhammad, chosen as Caliph (Khalifah in 
Arabic), meaning successor to 
Muhammad

• The first four Caliphs, Abu Bakr, Umar, 
Uthman, and Ali, were all close 
companions of the Prophet, and are 
called the Rightly Guided (Rashidun) 
Caliphate

• However, since Ali was the cousin and 
son-in-law of Muhammad, some people 
believed his family relation made him the 
rightful choice for Caliph from the start

• They were known as Shiat Ali, the 
Supporters of Ali 

1. Abu Bakr2. Omar

3. Uthman4. Ali



Expansion of Muslim Control

• The Persians and Byzantines were 
weakened by frequently fighting each 
other, and never expected the 
previously divided Arab tribes to be a 
serious challenge to their power

• However, united by common belief in 
Islam, the Arab tribes became united

• Muslim political rule expanded under 
the Rightly Guided Caliphs to include 
Egypt and Syria (major Byzantine 
possessions), as well as Iraq and the 
entire Sassanian Persian Empire









Treatment of Conquered Peoples

� The Caliphs followed the Sharia, 
Islamic law based on the Quran and 
Sunnah (example of Muhammad), 
which forbade forced conversion

� Christians and Jews were considered 
“People of the Book” because of their 
shared Abrahamic tradition, and were 
protected under Muslim rule, though 
they had to pay a tax to the state

� Some religious minorities, such as 
“heretical” Christians, were persecuted 
under Byzantine rule, so many 
preferred Muslim rule, under which 
they could practice freely



“Stop, O people, that I may give you ten rules for your 
guidance in the battlefield. Do not commit treachery or 
deviate from the right path. You must not mutilate 
dead bodies. Neither kill a child, nor a woman, nor an 
aged man. Bring no harm to the trees, nor burn them 
with fire, especially those which are fruitful. Slay not 
any of the enemy’s flock, save for your food. You are 
likely to pass by people who have devoted their lives 
to monastic services; leave them alone.”

-Caliph Abu Bakr

Treatment of Conquered Peoples



Civil War and Resistance 
(Shorter Version)

• Uthman, the third Caliph, assassinated, 
and fourth Caliph, Ali, was cautious to act 
against the killers

• Muawiya, relative of murdered Uthman, 
challenged Ali for Caliphate, leading to 
Civil War

• Muawiya based in Damascus, Syria 
(formerly Byzantine), Ali moved capital 
to Kufa, Iraq (formerly Sassanian), 
making rivalry worse due to historical 
regional conflict

• Ali killed, and Muawiya and Hasan (son of 
Ali) make peace deal, Muawiya is Caliph 
but Husayn (other son of Ali) gets next 

1. Abu Bakr2. Omar

3. Uthman4. Ali



Sunni and Shia
(Shorter Version)

� New Dynasty called Umayyad Caliphate after family of 
Uthman and Muawiya (Bani Umayya)

� Muawiya died, his son Yazid took over instead, Husayn
(son of Ali) led a failed rebellion against the Umayyads, 
killed in the fighting

� Many of the Shiat Ali (Ali supporters) became a 
separate religious sect, believe that only the family of 
Muhammad through Ali had right to rule, Ali chosen by 
God

� Today, about 10-15% of Muslims are Shia Muslims, while 
85-90% of Muslims who are not Shia are called Sunni, 
meaning those who follow the Sunnah

� Shias mourn the death of Husayn on the day of Ashura
in the month of Muharram



Civil War and Resistance 
(Longer Version)

• Uthman, the third Caliph, came from the 
powerful but unpopular Umayyad family

• Egyptian rebels, angry with the rule of 
Uthman, besieged Medina and killed the 
Caliph

• The rebels urged Ali to become the new 
Caliph, and he reluctantly agreed to avoid 
more bloodshed

• Muawiya, the governor of Syria and a 
relative of Uthman from the Umayyad 
clan, felt Ali did not do enough to punish 
Uthman’s murderers, and he challenged 
Ali for the Caliphate

1. Abu Bakr2. Omar

3. Uthman4. Ali



Civil War and Resistance
(Longer Version) 

� When the two armies met, neither 
wanted to fight, but the rebels 
provoked a civil war to avoid being 
punished

� Ali moved his capital to Kufa in Iraq, 
which increased tensions due to pre-
Islamic conflict between Syria and Iraq

� Ali was killed by the Kharijites, former 
supporters who turned against him

� After an agreement between Ali’s son 
Hasan and Muawiya to avoid more 
bloodshed, Muawiya became Caliph, 
beginning the Ummayad dynasty



Sunni and Shia
(Longer Version)

� The Shiat Ali believed Ali’s son Husayn should 
take over after Muawiya, so when his son 
Yazid was appointed instead, Husayn led a 
failed rebellion against the Umayyads, and 
was killed in the fighting.

� Many of the Shiat Ali became a separate 
religious sect dedicated to the belief that only 
the family of Muhammad through Ali had the 
right to rule, and that Ali was chosen by God

� Today, about 10-15% of Muslims are Shia 
Muslims, while 85-90% of Muslims are Sunni, 
meaning those who follow the Sunnah

� Shias mourn the death of Husayn on the day of 
Ashura in the month of Muharram







Spread of Islam
� The Umayyad Caliphate rapidly 

expanded Muslim rule East to the 
Indus River and West to include all of 
North Africa and Spain, but people 
within the empire did not convert to 
Islam immediately, with conversion 
happening gradually, many retaining 
their own religions

� Belief in Islam spread far beyond the 
borders of the Caliphate
� Connections to trade routes brought 

people as far away as India, China, and 
Southeast Asia into contact with Islam

� Sufis, Muslim mystics with a spiritual 
focus, worked as missionaries, teaching 
Islam to new peoples



Islam vs Muslim Rule
� A clear distinction must be made between 

the spread of Islam, which is a religion, 
and the expansion of the Caliphate, the 
lands under the political control of the 
Caliph, or broadly, the “Dar al-Islam.”

� Many texts and maps wrongly conflate 
the two, labeling the expanding Umayyad 
Caliphate as “Spread of Islam”

� Populations in regions conquered by the 
Caliphate DID NOT immediately convert 
to Islam, and Islamic faith spread far 
beyond the borders of the Caliphate









In groups, read
and annotate the documents, 
discuss and answer the 
questions that follow, and label 
the map on the back!


